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communities where the word Free–
masonry was frequently used and spoken 
of with appreciation and interest. Local 
dignitaries greeted him and his friendly 
and unassuming attitude in meeting 
non-masons and other members of the 
community, left a positive reaction.

 It also made members of lodges in 
country areas feel more strongly that they 
are part of NSW Freemasonry and eased 
the divide that sometimes exists when 
distances prove an obstacle to attend spe-
cial functions in Sydney.

‘Every foot soldier carries a Field-
Marshal’s baton in his knapsack’ is an old 
war saying to indicate that every person is 
a potential leader. Our new Grand Master, 
MW Bro James Melville now has the 
immediate responsibility for the manage-
ment of the Craft in NSW and the ACT by 
giving direction, outlook and enthusiasm. 
He has risen through the ranks and has 
accepted an obligation as a long-term 
commitment.

He will have to cope with and under-
stand the criticism that comes with respon-
sibility, as his predecessors have done. 
One of the easiest actions is to criticise a 
leader. Many critics have destructive ideas 
and say what should be done but rarely 
present constructive suggestions.

Grand Masters and other leaders real-
ise most members are grateful for good 
leadership and by using teamwork and 
co-operation can bring about a happier 
and more enjoyable organisation.

And so it is time to say farewell and 
congratulations to MW Bro Robson for a 
job well done and to say welcome to MW 
Bro Melville as he steps into the spotlight 
with the words of the poet Byron, who 
wrote ‘Salute and pay homage to these 
your chosen chief ’.

DECEMBER 2014 FREEMASON 3

EDITORIALBy RW BRO TED SIMMONS OAM

Farewell and 
congratulations 
William Shakespeare, the famous English author and poet, left to  
posterity plays, books and items of interest which are as applicable  
today as they were in the past. 

rank highly on a leader’s calendar.
There are two old sports sayings ‘there 

is no “i” in a successful team’ and that ‘a 
champion team will always beat a team of 
champions’. And so it is with Freemasonry 
where it is essential that everyone works 
together to maintain the principles of the 
Craft.

MW Bro Robson, in his travels around 
the state and to other areas, established a 
connection with members and local 

Let us consider this item from his con-
siderable repertoire which says: ‘as in 
a theatre, the eyes of men, after a well 

graced actor leaves the stage, are earnestly 
bent on him who enters next.’

And so we apply these words to our 
departing Grand Master, MW Bro Derek 
Robson AM and his successor MW Bro 
James Melville.

Each Grand Master in his term of office, 
leaves an indelible mark on the Craft with 
his decisions, appearance and actions as its 
leader.

Some like to travel, some prefer to work 
behind the scenes to achieve their objec-
tives while others mix frequently with the 
brethren to listen to their problems and 
suggestions.

In today’s changing world, leadership is 
vital to any organisation and demands 
many qualities. A new term of office brings 
hopes of new initiatives, otherwise a sense 
of indifference will begin to affect the 
organisation and hinder progress.

The simple fact is that every organisa-
tion and its members, from the largest to 
the smallest, needs leadership. The qualities 
of understanding, clear and plain speaking, 
being able to inspire members, teamwork 
and an abundance of management skills 

Interested in Freemasonry?
Have you ever wondered about Freemasonry – what it is and 
what its members do? Do you ever think about joining but don’t 
know any masons or what action to take to find out more?

If you are interested and would like to talk with a mason, 
contact Grand Lodge who will put you in touch with a member 
from your suburb who can give answers and advice.

Grand Lodge is available Monday to Friday on (02) 9284 2800 
or you can contact us by email at info@masons.org.au

Each Grand  
Master in his  
term of office,  

leaves an indelible 
mark on the Craft 

with his decisions, 
appearance and 

actions as its leader. 
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originally became a United Grand Lodge, 
when the English, Irish and Scottish 
lodges came together to unite the different 
ceremonies and degrees that were being 
worked. Our society, the family unit and 
the way we lived our lives was so different 
to how we see things today.

‘Today I see the word “United” as 
embracing all cultures and religions that 
now make Australia their home. Our spe-
cialised and cultural masonic lodges are 
maintaining growth, and I will continue 
to support those lodges with the 
Freemasons Annual Multicultural 
Exchange nights (FAME)

‘One initiative in my statement to the 
jurisdiction when I nominated for Grand 
Master, was to have a Masonic Open 
House. A date in 2016 will be set to wel-
come the community inside our doors. I 
will encourage all city and country 
Masonic Centres to take part in this spe-
cial day. Every centre will receive the liter-
ature and marketing tools which are 
readily available in our Grand Lodge. I 
want to encourage and involve other com-
munity groups to participate in this event. 

He began by acknowledging the 
traditional owners of the land on 
which we meet, the Gadigal 

people of the Eora Nation, and paid his 
respects to their elders past and present.

His address then extended to Grand 
Masters, Past Grand Masters, leaders of 
associated orders, ladies, gentleman and 
brethren.

‘I stand here before you, with a feeling 
of humility and pride as this month also 
marks my 23rd anniversary as a Free-
mason,’ he said. 

‘I am honoured that the members of 
the United Grand Lodge of New South 
Wales and the Australian Capital Territory 
have placed their trust in me to lead this 
jurisdiction.

‘Seeing our Sydney Town Hall so full, 
makes me feel proud that Freemasonry 
today has made and is making a tremen-
dous contribution to society. We should 
all be proud of our history, but also be 
excited about our future. I would also like 
to thank all of our friends and families 
who are here today to witness this won-
derful ceremony.

WORDS FROM THE GM

The Grand  
Master Speaks 
MW Bro James Melville paid tribute to many people and organisations when he made his 
inaugural speech as Grand Master of the United Grand Lodge of NSW & ACT at the Sydney 
Town Hall last month.

‘The strength of any organisation is of 
course, its membership. Our biggest assets 
are our members, and I thank those breth-
ren from New South Wales and the 
Australian Capital Territory who have 
made the trip to be here today. Many 
masons have travelled great distances to 
be here, from Bondi to Broken Hill and I 
thank all of them.

‘Our Grand Lodge will continue to 
work with lodges across the state, recog-
nising that some feel the tyranny of dis-
tance. We are a great fraternity, and 
geographical divisions between good 
brothers, must be bridged.

‘The connection with our local com-
munity is something we have done well 
and community leaders after joining our 
ranks have become wonderful examples 
for all of us. After travelling extensively 
within our state and being received by 
these leaders, I feel a great sense of pride 
on how our image is presented as a whole.

‘Just 126 years ago we became known 
as the United Grand Lodge of New South 
Wales; several years later we included the 
words Australian Capital Territory. We 
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directions that I wish to pursue during my 
term which I hope will inspire masons to 
higher endeavours and shake any 
thoughts of masonic apathy. On behalf of 
all the membership, I would like to thank 
you for your guidance and leadership of 
our Grand Lodge over the last four years. 
To both you and Gael, I thank you for 
your friendship.

‘To our retiring Grand Secretary, RW 
Bro Kevin McGlinn PDGM, I thank you 
for your commitment in having served 
this Grand Lodge for the past 11 years. 
The role of Grand Secretary involves 
many aspects and your skill and expertise 
has provided great leadership and stabil-
ity for the staff within Grand Lodge. I 

WORDS FROM THE GM

Welcome to the Happy Masons Shop

www.thehappymasonsshop.com.au

We are committed to providing a one-stop online masonic shop so you can browse 
and safely purchase quality new and collectable masonic items at ‘real value for money’ 
prices. We have literally hundreds of items and are acquiring more stock all the time!
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This is not only to assist Freemasonry, but 
to promote that community spirit many of 
us have. The Chairman of the Board of 
Management, RW Bro Bruce Munro 
PSGW and the board members have 
already accepted the challenge in this and 
other programs.

‘As masons, on the night of our initia-
tion we are taught about the grand princi-
ples of brotherly love, relief and truth. 
Relief or charity is something that masons 
have done well and through our involve-
ment with our Grand Charity, Masonicare, 
we are now able to provide substantial 
donations to those nominated charities 
through our interaction grants.

‘During my term, it is my desire to sup-
port the Prostate Cancer Foundation of 
Australia. This is a serious men’s health 
issue. Freemasons have supported this pro-
gram through local initiatives and their 
involvement with the Movember cam-
paign. Prostate cancer is the most com-
monly diagnosed cancer in males and will 
affect one in seven men by the time they 
turn 75. This risk increases to one in five by 
the age of 85. I wish to thank the chairman 
of Masonicare RW Bro Andrew Fraser MP 
PDGM and the board of Masonicare for 
their support. The Prostate Cancer 
Foundation has also provided their sup-
port to Freemasonry. I wish to thank Mr 
Tony Sonneveld OAM and Miss Cassandra 
Birch from the Prostate Cancer Foundation 
for their attendance here today.

‘To assist in our fundraising efforts, it is 
my wish to have a masonic cruise. This 
cruise will be of five to seven days duration. 
Many masons I speak to have recently 
returned from or are going on a cruise, so I 
see this as an opportunity for further inter-
action. The cruise will include a masonic 
meeting and a number of group activities.

‘There are many people whom I wish to 
thank for making today possible.

‘To our Immediate Past Grand Master 
MW Bro Derek Robson AM, I am hon-
oured to have been a part of your leader-
ship team. There have been many 
initiatives and programs that have been 
undertaken and I intend to continue with 
this momentum. I have my own 

We are a great  
fraternity, and  
geographical  

divisions between 
good brothers,  

must be bridged. 

wish you and Irene all the best for the 
future.

‘To our outgoing Chairman of the 
Board of Management, RW Bro Greg 
Mason PDGM, I thank you for you dedi-
cation and commitment to Freemasonry. 
The Board has worked well under your 
leadership. I wish both you and Barbara 
all the best in your move to Victoria.

‘I would like to acknowledge our retir-
ing Senior and Junior Grand Wardens, 
RW Bro Peter Ratcliff PAGM and RW Bro 
Peter Howlett PJGW. Thank you for your 
service and commitment to the 
Ceremonial Team.

‘To our Grand Director of Ceremonies, 
RW Bro John Begbie, I thank you for con-
tinuing in your role. I particularly would 
like to offer you and the ceremonial team 
my congratulations for the way they per-
formed today. The rehearsals started many 
weeks ago and involved many people –
thanks for putting it all together and 
making this possible.

‘And to all the staff and volunteers in 
the Sydney Masonic Centre who have 
worked so hard to put the events over the 
weekend together, I thank you for your 
dedication and the many hours that you 
have spent for all of us.

‘I would like to thank the ladies for the 
time they dedicate to Freemasonry. I 
would especially like to thank my partner 
Yuana who has always been a great sup-
port to me and I thank her for being there 
with me in this journey. 

‘And finally, I am excited to be your 
38th Grand Master. Thank you for the 
opportunity to serve you and the Craft. 

‘To conclude, I wish to announce my 
theme during my term will be: 
FREEMASONRY – DIVERSITY, UNITY, 
MATESHIP.’
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MESSAGE FROM THE GRAND CHAPLAIN By RW BRO REV PETER KILKEARY OAM 

Moving Forward
I am writing this in July – a cold month, and one in which large areas  
have received heavy falls of snow – the heaviest for many years. I am  
also writing this as a resident of the Blue Mountains and accordingly  
recognise that you did not receive snow at Bondi.

It has been an exciting few weeks. As 
Police Chaplain, I attended the Police 
Officer of the Year evening at 

Springwood, organised by the local Rotary 
Clubs headed up by Retired Detective 
Sergeant John Wakefield – a Past District 
Governor of Rotary. I was deeply impr-
essed by two of the finalists: one a group of 
four young officers who arrived at 
Wentworth Falls Lake where a young man 
who had gone for a swim had disappeared. 
Without hesitation they entered the lake, 
fully clothed, and searched in vain for the 
missing man. His body was later found by 
searchers equip ped for water rescue. The 
initial search may have been a failure, but 
it was testimony to the courage and deter-
mination of four young police officers.

A young constable, was recognised for 
determination which resulted in a life 
being saved.

He was called to a mountain lookout 
where a woman had scaled the safety 
fence and was sitting, ready to jump to her 
death. For two hours he talked to her in an 

effort to get her back to safety until trained 
personnel arrived. He was asked to con-
tinue, and the woman decided to return to 
safety. He goes through life, knowing that 
he persuaded a woman to move from 
death to life and hope.

The previous issue of the Freemason 
had an article relating to 100 years of 
policing in NSW. In July I attended a  
celebration of this event at Katoomba 
where police and representatives acknowl-
edged the important contribution made 
by women police officers.

By the time you read this column 
Freemasonry in NSW will have taken 
another vital step as a Grand Master con-
cludes his term and a new Grand Master is 
installed with all the dignity and ceremony 
which this office demands. As masons, we 
look back with thankfulness on four years 
of leadership by MW Bro Derek Robson 
AM. Such a path is never smooth but we 
are grateful for the strong and intelligent 
leadership which our Craft has needed.

Our new Grand Master, MW Bro 

James Robert Melville comes into the 
office with the goodwill and support of the 
brethren. Many of us have known him 
over the years as a Grand Lodge Cere-
monial Team member and have learned to 
respect and appreciate him as a friendly, 
helpful and diligent colleague. We wish 
him a fruitful term in this challenging 
position of leadership. We pledge our loy-
alty and support to him as leader of our 
Grand Lodge.

Change is an important and necessary 
part of life. The challenge for us is to cope 
with change in home and work life situa-
tions as well as in our lodge and Grand 
Lodge. I thank our retiring Grand Sec-
retary, RW Bro Kevin McGlinn PDGM, 
for the phone call which led to my present 
office, and for his spirit of helpfulness over 
the years. At the same time I wish his suc-
cessor, RW Bro Stephen Green PDGM, a 
fruitful and satisfying term of service.

Change is an essential part of growth. 
May God help us all as we move forward 
and change.

All Your Legal Needs

• Family Law
• Criminal and Traffic
• Wills and Estates
• Debt Collection
• Business Law 

•   Corporate/ 
Commercial

• Conveyancing
•  Asset Protections 

and Trusts

Level 8, 65 York Street
Sydney NSW 2000

We can see you at 6 locations:
Sydney – Parramatta – Liverpool – 
Miranda – North Ryde – Wollongong 

Telephone Bro Charles Moschoudis on: (02) 9279 3333
Liability Limited by a Scheme Approved Under Professional Standards Legislation.

Congratulations to Charles Moschoudis 
who is now a Director & Special Counsel 
at Barrack & York Lawyers.
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By RW BRO STEPHEN GREEN GRAND SECRETARY’S PAGE

Stephen received his initial learning at 
Bexley North Public School and then 
Newington College. He gained a 

Craftsman’s Certificate of Dental Tech-
nology in February 1977 before taking his 
first job as a dental technician leading to 
his current position as proprietor since 
2008 of an orthodontics company. 

He was also a senior technical officer at 
the University of Sydney where he spent 
16 years as an orthodontic and dental 
technician specialist. His work included 
setting up and managing an Orthodontic 
Department computer service and pro-
grams and to develop and facilitate under-
graduate and post-graduate orthodontic 
technical/laboratory programs. Stephen 
was also a foundation member of the 
Australian Orthodontic Institute and pro-
vided management and technical support 
to Orthodontic Study/Didactic courses.

The Australian Orthodontic Institute 
also conducted programs in Vietnam, and 
Stephen has travelled there on two occa-
sions in a voluntary capacity to assist in 
the technical/laboratory aspects of the 
course and active training in orthodontics 
of dental technicians.

These positions required a skill in com-
munications, supporting budgets, trading 
results and business plans as well as 
preparation of budgets and estimates.

‘A number of significant milestones, 
life goals and achievements have been 
reached apart from my dental career 
which will help me in my role as Grand 
Secretary. These include 20 years each in 
Rugby Union and Little Athletics,’ he said.

‘Further contact with people was estab-
lished in my term as president of the P&F  
and member of Inaburra School Board 
and as inaugural Co-ordinator of Illawong 
Neighbourhood Watch Program.’

In his rugby career he was coach, ref-
eree and referee’s coach which culminated 
in refereeing five Grand Finals and being 
a touch judge in six Grand Finals. In 1993, 
he was awarded the Oatley rugby club 
‘Dick Adams Trophy’ for service to the 
club and rugby and in 1997 and 1999 was 
named Referee of the Year by the Southern 
Districts Rugby Association.

He was further honoured in 2010 when 
nominated as a Life Member by the Sydney 
South Referees Association and has been 
the referee’s coach at Newington College 
since 2013.

His time in Little Athletics has been just 
as fruitful with a 20 year career as a starter 
at club, zone, regional and State level. He 
was chosen as chief starter in 1992 for the 
Southern Metropolitan Zone and Region 3 
in 1995.

A member of the State Starting Panel 
for more than 18 years since 1996, he was 
selected to officiate at the National cham-
pionships in 2005 and 2011 and appointed 
the Little Athletics Association NSW chief 
starter in 2013.

His role as president at Inaburra School 
was to manage the affairs and activities of 
the Parents and Friends Association, to 
report any concerns or issues of parents to 
the School Board and report the Board 
decisions and findings to the parent body. 

It was a similar situation at the Illawong 
Neighbourhood Watch program where he 
was nominated and elected as the first 
co-ordinator. In the early 1990s, the police 
and NRMA were actively involved in set-
ting up these programs within local 
communities.

The role required him to liaise between 
the group and police and/or the local 
Sutherland Shire Council as well as task-
ing committee members to visit residents 

throughout the suburb and promote the 
scheme and active participation.

Residing at Wattle Grove, Stephen is 
married to Robyn with sons Andrew and 
Timothy. He has had an extensive masonic 
career starting with his Initiation in July 
1979 in The Scots Lodge, held the position 
of WM on three occasions, the first in 
1986 and was DGIW in 1998. He is cur-
rently a member of Lodge Double Bay, the 
Royal Arch and the Secret Monitor.

He was the Lodge Representative to the 
Double Bay Masonic Centre from 1996–
2009 and is still secretary of that centre’s 
Board of Management.

In 2000, he was appointed to fill a 
casual vacancy on the Grand Lodge Board 
of Management which followed with  
election to the Board the following  
year. Included was a term on the Ritual 
Advisory Committee as well as chairman 
of the Private Lodges Committee from 
2002–08.

A number of programs at that time 
included the Accreditation Policy, MAS 
review and revision, Lodge of Instruction 
policy, Preceptor’s course, the Festive 
Board, Lodge membership officer and a 
guide for the WM and Management 
committee.

‘This has allowed for improved public 
relations, both within and without the 
Craft. I believe we have taken our profile/
community awareness from obscurity to a 
more open and recognised position,’ he 
said.

Meet the new  
Grand Secretary
Newly appointed RW Bro Stephen Michael Green can boast of  
a varied career which has included specialist work as a dental 
technician and success in different sports.
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QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION

The Grand Master, MW Bro Derek 
Robson AM, welcomed all mem-
bers and visitors to the June 

Quarterly Communication held at the 
NSW Masonic Centre.

‘I have had wonderful opportunities 
over the past four years and I thank you 
for making the time and effort to enhance 
my experience. There is no doubt the 
office of Grand Master is a privileged one 
and I have thoroughly enjoyed every 
moment.

‘One of the lasting memories I will 
always hold is the magnificent way in 
which you honour the obligation you 
made to charity and each other. I have 
regularly met with cvic leaders and it is 
wonderful to hear their glowing apprecia-
tion and heartfelt thanks for all that 
masons do in their communities.

‘To assist you in your charitable endeav-
ours, your Grand Charity, Masonicare, 
continues to upgrade its website and I 
encourage you to visit the site at www.
masonicare.org.au. It will acquaint you 
with everything that is happening around 
the jurisdiction on the charity front, 
including lodge charitable events and 
fundraising activities which have already 
been approved for InterAction Grants.’

The Grand Master also said he wanted 
to commend the Museum of Freemasonry 
for the magnificent display presented on 
the Museum floor during and after this 
year’s ANZAC reflections to commemo-
rate the 100th Anniversary of the Gallipoli 
Landing.

Items were carefully presented in several 
large display cases, including servicemen’s 
uniforms, examples of Working Tools, 
gavels and batons fashioned by men in the 
field, and rituals typed into old correspond-
ence logs. 

‘All of these items gave further insight 
into life in the Service of our Nation, and 
particularly into the service of the 361 
masons, whose names are forever etched 

June Quarterly 
Communication

Agenda for the Grand 
Lodge September 
Communication 
The Quarterly Communication for  
Grand Lodge will be held at the Sydney 
Masonic Centre on Wednesday  
9 September 2015.

Included on the agenda will be:
> Grand Master’s Welcome

> Reports from the Executive Council, 
Board of Management, Grand Charity, 
College of Masonic Studies

> Conferral of Grand Rank

> General Business

I thank all of you for 
your ongoing support 

and loyalty...

Scholarship for secondary school students 
progressing from Year 10 to Year 12 at a 
high school in NSW. Scholarships of $1,000 
each will be awarded to one boy and one 
girl for each of the two years. They will 
replace the James Sidney Miller Scholarship 
which ceased several years ago.

‘Brethren, at every Quarterly Com-
munication, and in other places, I welcome 
the opportunity to proudly acknowledge 
the presence of our Past Grand Masters.  
I have regularly acknowledged their 
wisdom and commitment and it has been 
an honour for me to have followed in the 
footsteps of our Past Grand Masters. I will 
continue to gain much from that as I make 
my own way into the future,’ said the 
Grand Master.

‘I acknowledge the fantastic support I 
have so freely received from my wonder-
ful partner Gael who has been a great 
asset to this Grand Lodge and enormous 
strength to me. And finally, I thank all of 
you for your ongoing support and loyalty 
and for allowing me the privilege and 
honour to serve this Grand Lodge. For 
me, this has been a very significant night.

‘May you all continue to enjoy Free-
masonry and the wonderful example it 
projects into our broader community.’

on the Honour Board here. I thank RW 
Bro Chris Craven, the Museum Director 
and all those who contributed to the dig-
nified reflection of this wonderful period 
in our history.

‘In similar vein, I thank all who partic-
ipated in the masonic tribute we made at 
the Cenotaph in Martin Place on this 
year’s very special ANZAC Day.’

It was announced that RW Bro Antoine 
Georges would be the new Deputy Grand 
Master and RW Bro William Driver the 
Assistant Grand Master, VW Bro Phillip 
Miller Senior Grand Warden, VW Bro 
Grant Singleton Junior Grand Warden 
and RW Bro John Begbie Grand Director 
of Ceremonies.

In its report, the Executive Council 
stated the Operational Review team is cur-
rently reviewing the roles of members of 
the Board of Management. It also reported 
the Committee on Foreign Correspondence 
has produced a draft booklet on ‘Being a 
Representative of a Sister Grand Lodge’ 
which will be distributed and that the 
Council has noted the new/revised regula-
tions by the UGL of England on such issues 
as photographs and use of electronic 
devices at lodge meetings.

The Board of Management has agreed 
that work be done to compile an agenda 
and proposed course of action for 
Regional Reform which will identify 
strengths and weaknesses and action to 
assist Freemasonry in different areas.

In another report, the Grand Lodge 
Trustees have decided to introduce a 
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FAREWELL KEVIN AND FRANK

A century  
of service 
This issue brings to a close the untiring work and 
service of two very committed Freemasons who 
have given between them more than 100 years 
of service to the UGL of NSW & ACT.

RW Bro Kevin McGlinn PDGM has 
stepped down as the Grand 
Secretary and RW Bro Dr Frank 

Radcliff PDGM, CMH has finally decided 
it is time to take a break and resigned from 
all masonic duties and responsibilities.

MW Bro Derek Robson AM made the 
ann ouncements at the June Quarterly 
Communication where he had high praise 
to describe the efforts of both brethren.

‘The Office of Grand Secretary is very 
challenging and it can also be very reward-
ing,’ he said.

‘RW Bro McGlinn has achieved much 
in the role and he deserves considerable 
credit for the fine state that the Craft is in 
today. With a role which requires consid-
erable entrepreneurial skill and innovative 
thought, coupled with a requirement to 
ensure that we all maintain adherence to 
our Obligations and our Constitution, the 
purposeful, dignified and compassionate 
manner he has displayed during his 
tenure, is to his absolute credit.

‘He will always be respected and appre-
ciated by all of us who demand and appre-
ciate good governance and sympathetic 
consideration. Thank you for the wonder-
ful service you have gifted the Craft, and 
may I also wish you and wife Irene all the 
very best for the future.’

RW Bro McGlinn, who has been a 
mason for more than 40 years, started his 
appointment as Grand Secretary in May 
2004. During his early career in Masonry, 
he had served as WM three times, was 
DGIW in 1984, a lodge secretary for 15 
years and in 1980 served as Office Manager 
in the Grand Lodge Secretariat. In his pro-
fessional life, he had extensive experience in 
publishing and the media, communica-
tions, sport and the hospitality industry. 

MW Bro Robson also 
acknowledged the remarkable service 
given to the Craft and Associated Orders 
over the past 50 years by RW Bro Radcliff.

RW Bro Radcliff, a Past Most Excellent 
First Grand Principal and Grand Master 
of the United Supreme Grand Chapter of 
Mark and Royal Arch Masons of NSW 
and ACT, was initiated into Freemasonry 
in December 1948 and has been a member 
of Lodge Harold Herman Unity since 
1988.

He was the principal mover behind the 
unification of various Associated Masonic 
Orders in NSW and the ACT and was the 
foundation Grand Master of the newly 
unified body from October 1980 to 1984.

‘RW Bro Radcliff was appointed as 
Principal Adviser to the Grand Master on 
matters concerning the Associated 
Orders, and also as Chairman of the 
Committee considering our relationship 
with the Associated Orders, by then 
Grand Master, MW Bro Tony Lauer, in 
April 2004,’ MW Bro Robson said.

‘He has held these appointments 
throughout the tenure of four Grand 

Masters, uninterrupted for the past  
11 years. During this time, he acted as 
principal negotiator for 19 different 
Agreements, of various individually suited 
formats, with all of the Associated Orders 
working within our jurisdiction.

‘Since RW Bro Radcliff ’s first appoint-
ment as an Official Grand Lodge Lecturer 
in 1962, he has never been without an 
office or appointment to some Committee 
under the authority of this Grand Lodge. 
Many of his tasks have been delicate,  
difficult, and onerous, and they have 
always had some considerable degree of 
responsibility. 

‘We have appreciated the thorough, 
respectful, and totally dignified manner in 
which he has approached all of his duties. 
There is little else we can offer such a 
respected mason, other than our heartfelt 
thanks, sincere appreciation and best 
wishes for all that might come his way in 
the future.’

Looking for a
CHANGE OF VENUE?

LOOK NO FURTHER!
The newly renovated Northbridge Masonic 
Centre has dates available for meetings of 

Craft Lodges and Other Masonic Orders.

For more information contact David Nicholls on 0404 891 051 
or email: davidnicholls@woodhut.com.au
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MUAY THAI MASON

To see the  
smile on the  

faces of these  
kids was well  

worth the effort... 

Mason repays 
Muay Thai 
Parramatta City Daylight Lodge’s Junior Warden and 
former World Kickboxing Champion Jason Edwards 
has completed a personal journey to repay people who 
helped him achieve his dreams.

In April, Bro Jason, his wife Jodie and 
daughters Kya and Tia embarked on a 
journey to visit his past as a profes-

sional fighter and to do some charity work 
for the people of Thailand at the Rawai 
Mauy Thai Camp, Khao Lak. This was  
the training camp which helped him 
achieve his International Sport Kickboxing 
Association (ISKA) World Title.

First on the agenda was to visit the 
Light of Siam Lodge No 9791 E.C. at the 
Hilton Phuket Arcadia Resort for a well 
performed ceremony of initiation fol-
lowed by a formal dining occasion in 
which an Anzac Day tribute was given.

Bro Jason then visited various camps 
around Phuket to gain fitness for his new 
position as Head Instructor at Elite 
Martial Arts & Fitness in the Sydney 
suburb of Minchinbury. At the end of the 
second week they travelled to the main-
land, Rawai Muay Thai Camp in Khao 
Lak to give presents and 9,000 Bhat ($350) 
to the kids who live and fight at the camp.

‘The presents were donated by my 
wife’s work and my family and the money 
by the owners and parents of Elite Martial 
Arts & Fitness. To see the smile on the 
faces of these kids was well worth the 
effort; they live a simple and hard life. 
They train twice a day for six days a week 
around going to school and fighting in 
stadiums for money when the opportu-
nity arises. What a strange world we live 
in, I lived to fight whereas these kids fight 
to live,’ he said.

‘It was certainly a humbling experi-
ence, one where we are dedicated to con-
tinue our giving. 

The last week was for touring 
and seeing the sights in what was a 
wonderful trip and experience.’
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By W BRO BOB BROWNE

Before closing, the two overseas visi-
tors received a Token Badge from the 
Lodge as the culmination of a memorable 
night I’ll never forget. 

I encourage brethren to open their eyes 
and experience being a proud 

mason representing your lodge, 
thereby meeting some won-

derful and friendly 
masons by doing what 

I did – travelled and 
visited.

Lodges are sparse in my area and 
some country lodges require an 
overnight stay to attend. But with 

modern transport and travel companions, 
your visit and hospitality can be enjoyed 
and appreciated. 

When I had an opportunity to visit 
lodges overseas, I took my apron, a copy 
of a reduced sized MM and PM 
Certificate. My first visit was to the Grand 
Lodge at Boston USA where I was told 
that Major General Henry Knox Lodge 
would be held that evening in the Grand 
Lodge building. 

The lodge was formed in 1926, which 
was 150 years after the evacuation of 
Boston, and the Charter was signed on the 
gun deck of the Frigate Constitution. 
Membership totalled 250 in 2002, from 
members and veterans of the US Armed 
Forces, comprising Army, Navy, Marine 
Corps, Coast Guards, Maritime Service 
and Air Force.

Major General Henry Knox was a hero 
of the American Revolution, a Bostonian, 
the First Secretary of War and a mason. 

The work of the evening was to vote on 
the affiliations of a Coast Guard, three 
Navy and three Army personnel and a total 
of 22 were seeking affiliation at the next 
meeting. Most lodge members wore the 
respective Defence Force dress uniforms 
and also pledged allegiance to the flag. 

This was followed by the reception of 
the District Deputy Grand Master of the 
Chelsea Third Masonic District, a survi-
vor of Pearl Harbour, and this was his last 
visit. I thought he was more of a DGIW 
and his attire was capped with a stovepipe 
top hat.

Other visitors included a Past Grand 
Master, Assistant Grand Masters, a Grand 
Lodge mason from Wales in the UK and 

myself from NSW Australia! It was a bril-
liant spectacle for me, at that time a WM 
from Lodge Brewarrina!  

The evening continued with  
a Second Degree after which  
the lodge adjourned to a  
large banquet. On our  
return, two columns  
of members were 
formed to clap  
and welcome  
the visitors.

It’s never too 
hard to visit 
Balancing distance with work commitments against the joys  
of seeing other lodges present their work and enjoy the friend-
ships you develop in the South makes visiting worthwhile.

The USS Constitution, upon which the Bostonian Lodge’s Charter was signed in 1926. 
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Matilda and when I commented that I 
would have expected Bound for Botany Bay 
they admitted that it was considered, but 
not sung. Perhaps they did not know all the 
words,’ said MP Bro Tilbury.

Dominic visited his counterpart in 
Duke Street, Dr Giles Shilson, and 
attended a 30th and 31st Degree; both 
conducted by the nine Members of the 
Supreme Council for England and Wales. 
The Refectory was well attended; the first 
toast of the evening was given to the visi-
tor from ‘down under’ where 120 mem-
bers of the Rite took wine with Dominic. 

‘Overall, it was a great opportunity to 
meet representatives from across the 
world, from both large and small coun-
tries and to find we all share the same 
issues and promote the same ideals. I met 
some friends who visited us in Sydney in 
2005 and took back fond memories of 
Australia.

‘However, some who have not visited 
us yet are very nervous of sharks, croco-
diles, spiders and snakes, so I did not 
mention box jellyfish and bluebottles, but 
assured them there was little chance of 
meeting the other deadly creatures in 
Sydney,’ he said.

This group meets every five years; 
Australia hosted the 2005 
Conference in Sydney and 

Toronto, Canada hosted in 2010. The 
theme of this year’s Conference was ‘New 
Ways to a More Humane Future; 
Contributions of the Scottish Rite.’ One of 
the aims was to groom leaders able to find 
new ways based on solid ethical and 
moral principles. 

With many languages used it was a true 
test for the translation service to provide 
accurate translations of unfamiliar masonic 
terms and titles but delegates managed to 
make their thoughts known to each other. 
Three days of discussion and paper pres-
entations took place but often informal 
discussions at social events and over meals 
were just as effective and much was learned. 

Highlights of the social program were  
a Gala Dinner in the Grand Dining Room of 
the historic Queluz Royal Palace, the 
summer residence of the Portuguese Kings 
dating to the 17th century. We were received 
via a red carpet entrance with two suitably 
clad heralds to trumpet our entry and a 
Master of Ceremonies who looked as if he 
had stepped out of the pages of history. 

A day trip to the Sintra area included a 
visit to the masonically significant ‘Quinta 
da Regaleira’ where mystic initiations took 
place in a cavern or well. 

Delegates were late arriving for dinner 
next to a historic lighthouse at the Cascais 

Naval facility because buses were caught 
up in traffic congestion caused by the 
‘Lisbon Colour Run’ where over 70,000 
people walked or ran a five kilometre 
course. They all started with clean white 
shirts but were bombarded with coloured 
dye with a different colour for each kilo-
metre travelled. 

‘While the men attended their meeting, 
our ladies were well entertained. On the 
day of arrival in Lisbon my wife Roslyn 
was invited at 10am to go for an 
unplanned walk with a group of ladies. 
She reappeared at 6pm saying ‘we did 
some shopping and had a long lunch’. 
Good thing they eat late in Portugal as 
dinner was scheduled for 9pm.’

The Australian Sovereign Grand 
Commander, MP Bro Ian Tilbury and 
Grand Secretary General Dominic De 
Candia completed a day trip to visit 
Knights Templar castles prior to the 
Conference and it was a day well spent 
discovering the history of the Knights 
Templars in Portugal.

After leaving Lisbon, they took advan-
tage of a brief stay in London to attend 
different meetings of the Ancient and 
Accepted Scottish Rite, at Duke Street, St 
James, the home of the Rite in the United 
Kingdom.

‘We were made most welcome and will 
both treasure the memory of our visits.  
I was welcomed in the South with Waltzing 

Australians at AASR 
world conference 

SCOTTISH RITE CONFERENCE

Sovereign Grand Commanders and their Grand Secretary  
Generals of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite from over  
40 countries met in Lisbon, Portugal in May to discuss issues,  
renew friendships and build the bonds between countries.  
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FAMOUS MASONS

Sir Hubert Ferdinand Opperman died 
on 18 April 1996 at Wantirna, Victoria. 
He was 91 and he died on his exercise 
bicycle.

Opperman was born in Rochester, 
Victoria in 1904 of British-
German descent. His father, 

Adolphus Samuel Ferdinand Opperman, 
had worked as a butcher, miner, timber- 
cutter and coach driver. 

In 1912 fate entered his life in the form 
of a bicycle when he got his first job as a 
Post Office messenger.

In 1921 his cycling career truly started 
when he came third in a race and formed 
a business and friendly relationship with 
Bruce Small, the founder of the Malvern 
Star brand. His loyalty to Malvern Star 
continued throughout his life – as did his 
loyalty to every cause that he espoused. 
His cycling success was brought about by 
his endurance and determination. This 
success was matched by his popularity 
amongst the cycling fraternity – both in 
Australia and in Europe.

He won the Australian Road Cycling 
championship in 1924 and followed by 
winning again in 1926, 1927 and 1929. In 
1928 he won the prestigious Bol dÓr in 
Paris and three years later took out the 
1,265 km road race from Paris to Brest 
and return. He was also voted Sportsman 
of the Year by a Paris paper.

The year 1928 was another big occa-
sion for Oppy when he married Mavys 
Craig, and they had a son and a daughter.

At the age of 21 in December 1925 he 
was initiated into Stonnington Lodge No 
368, Grand Lodge of Victoria.

His successful cycling career was inter-
rupted by World War II when Oppy 
joined the RAAF. He served with distinc-
tion and was discharged as a Flight 
Lieutenant. He retired from racing in 
1940 and celebrated by taking part in a 24 
hour marathon in Sydney. During his 
racing career, he set 101 records.

In 1949 new challenges beckoned and 
he embarked on a successful career in 
politics as the Liberal member for Corio 
ending as Minister for Immigration in the 
Menzies and Holt governments.

His distinguished political career was 
capped by appointment as Australia’s first 
High Commissioner to Malta in 1967. 
Further honours were awarded when he 
was made an Officer of the Order of the 
British Empire (OBE) in 1953 and then 
conferred as a Knight Bachelor in 1968.

He retired from public life in 1972 but 
kept himself busy by writing his autobiog-
raphy appropriately titled ‘Pedals, Politics 
and People.’ Sir Hubert ‘pedalled on’ for 
another three decades although Lady 
Mavys banned him from further 
cycling when he reached 90!

He had one further honour to 
receive when in 1991, he attended 
the centenary celebrations of the 
Paris to Brest race and received the 
Gold Medal of the City of Paris.

Among his road records were 
the 24-hour with 461.75 miles 
and the 1,000 miles in 3 days, 1 
hour and 52 minutes. His 
track records ranged from 
five miles to 24 hours, and 
inter-capital events included 
Sydney to Melbourne in 39 
hours, Freemantle to 
Sydney in 13 days and 
Adelaide-Melbourne-
Sydney in two days.

Oppy – from  
pedals to politics
Hubert Opperman was a ‘man for all seasons’, an ornament to every organisation of which 
he became a member.
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A 
GREG GETS PAINTED

playing previous Past Grand Masters.
‘I didn’t have any problems sitting for 

the portrait although I first thought my 
daughter Harriet, who is a portrait painter, 
could do it but she was too busy with her 
studies so an approach was made to Sam 
Wade who accepted the task. Sam came 
from Tasmania to join the Julian Ashton 
Art School in Sydney where he is now a 
teacher with Harriet as one of his pupils.’

A proud Judith Morrice, Greg’s part-
ner, was delighted with the portrait.

‘I know he’s extremely happy, and to me 
the portrait encapsulates everything that 
Greg is, even to his hands which he uses a 
lot to emphasise points,’ she said.

‘It’s a true portrait, how he stands, 
showing his hands moving, how he is. It 
has balance and displays both his formal 
and informal self. He had to accept that he 
will become part of the history of Grand 
Lodge because he doesn’t like to be in the 

The portrait maintains the tradition 
of the Grand Lodge of NSW & ACT 
of displaying in portrait form those 

members who have led the Craft in the 
State. It will be alongside and on display 
with those worthy members who have 
preceded him.

Grand Master, MW Bro Derek Robson 
AM, told the assembled guests that it was 
great to have so many Past Grand Masters 
present for the unveiling.

‘This showing sees us on the threshold 
of a changeover in Grand Masters and pre-
sents a wonderful opportunity to look at 
the past and the future. I am privileged to 
acknowledge our Past Grand Master, MW 
Bro Dr Greg Levenston, and I hope he 
enjoys his portrait as it joins the ranks of 
other Past Grand Masters. I would also like 
to compliment the artist, Sam Wade on his 
work.’

A quiet and subdued MW Bro 
Levenston thanked everyone for attending 
and especially Sam Wade, a friend of long 
standing.

‘It is an honour but it took me a while 
to become involved in this daunting task 
of having my portrait painted,’ he said.

‘To me, it represents an era of many 
teams with the regular changes to GL 
officers and boards and committees. 
However, I had to finally stop complaining 
about having my portrait painted and 
decided to live with the continuity of dis-

limelight. But he also realises that this is 
keeping with the history and tradition of 
the office.’

It was not a difficult project for Sam 
Wade. He said most of the sitting was 
completed within a week but he had to 
spend about four months studying Greg 
and photos as part of the preparation.

‘I tried to get something of his character 
in the portrait and he was one of the easier 
persons to deal with. When it was almost 
completed, I invited Greg and members of 
his family to view it to get objective and 
open comments before applying the final 
touches and changes.’

However, the final word came from a 
startled Greg Levenston when asked 
whether the portrait would be a possible 
entry into the prestigious Archibald Prize 
and his instant and firm response was a 
shocked ‘No, No, certainly not’ but who 
knows what the future holds.

A stunning portrait of 
Past Grand Master, MW 
Bro Dr Gregory Levenston 
was unveiled to the 
instant approval of a large 
gathering of masons and 
guests at the Grand Lodge 
Museum in early June.

portrait
of Greg 
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GONE CRUISIN’

Australians have earned a reputation around the world for  
being the most curious of people in seeking what other countries and their people are like. 

But it is the cruise industry which has 
rocked the system as the latest figures 
reveal our love of cruising has reached a 
new milestone of more than one million 
Australians taking a cruise holiday in 2014.

The record result confirms Australia’s 
position as the world’s fastest growing 
source of cruise passengers, with numbers 
surging 20.4% last year to reach 1,003,256 
cruisers.

for market penetration, with the equiva-
lent of 4.2% of Australians taking a cruise 
last year, significantly ahead of the well-es-
tablished North American market, which 
ranked second with a market penetration 
rate of 3.4 per cent.

Cruise Lines International Association 
Australasia Chairman Gavin Smith said 
Australians’ enthusiasm for cruising was 
unparalleled around the world, with 
France the only other major world market 
to achieve double digit growth (13.6 %) in 
2014. 

‘These figures show that more and 
more Australians are realising that cruis-
ing is an easy, relaxing way to holiday 
which represents incredible value for 
money,’ Mr Smith said. ‘The expansion of 
our industry in recent years means there’s 
now a huge range of ships and itineraries 
on offer across the globe and I think 
Australians, who are inveterate travellers, 
are responding by increasingly factoring a 
cruise into their holiday plans.

‘Five years ago, the industry thought 
that it might be possible to achieve one 
million passengers a year by 2020 – to 
reach that number in 2014 is an amazing 
result. If our growth rate continues at just 
12.5 % for the next six years, we will reach 
two million passengers by 2020,’ Mr Smith 
said.

The market report said the most popu-
lar cruise destination for Australians was 
the South Pacific, attracting more than 
390,000 passengers (39% of the market) 
while cruises from domestic ports to 

We love to travel – whether on 
foot, on wheels, by train, 
plane or ship and to any part 

of this world. Maybe it’s a hangover from 
the early days of deportation from 
England but the horizon has always beck-
oned and Australians love to accept a 
challenge.

This has promoted travel and holidays 
to become one of the biggest industries in 
Australia and the envy of many other 
countries. It has also brought problems 
with the advent of bigger liners and the 
prediction that within three years a third of 
the cruise ships visiting Sydney will be too 
large to fit under the Harbour Bridge.

By RW BRO TED SIMMONS OAM

Walkabout 
beckons

Maybe it’s a  
hangover from  

the early days of 
deportation from 
England but the  

horizon has always 
beckoned... 

This landmark achievement of 
one million passengers in a calen-
dar year comes six years before 
originally anticipated, and has 
been driven by an impressive 
20% annual average growth for 
the past 12 years.

The new figures also show 
Australia has retained its 
position as the world leader 
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Australia, New Zealand and the South 
Pacific accounted for 67% of Australian 
passengers in 2014 (671,030 cruisers).

Europe accounted for 93,529 passen-
gers, river cruising surged by more than 
60% to 79,530, destination Asia rose to 
more than 55,000, cruises of 8–14 days 
remained the most popular attracting 54% 
of passengers, NSW had 41% of the market 
and Australians spent an estimated 10 mil-
lion days at sea in 2014.

A study of the value of cruising 
revealed that cruise passengers spend an 
average of $371 a day in Australian ports, 
helping push the cruise industry’s total 
economic contribution in Australia to an 
impressive $3.2 billion last year.

Topping the list of big spenders were 
international passengers who ring up an 
average $756 a day on accommodation, 
shopping, dining and transport. NSW 
totalled 75% of the national economic 
contribution by the cruise industry, 
Queensland 15% and Victoria 5% while 
NSW also accounted for 37% of cruise 
visit days (309) across the nation and 55% 
of passenger visit days (1.1 million).

Figures also show cruise lines had 36 
ships cruising Australian waters between 

1 October 2014 and 30 April  2015 making 
a total of 642 calls to Australian ports. 
Three ships made their maiden visits to 
Australia and there were an impressive 38 
maiden port calls to a range of cities and 
regional towns including Busselton, Eden, 
Esperance, Albany, Port Hedland and 
Geelong.

The willingness of Australians to travel, 
and sometimes under cramped condi-
tions, is indicative of their interest in get-
ting around. There is none of the stress of 
air travel and being cramped in a seat for 
hours with little to see, while train jour-
neys, although allowing delightful scenery 
views, also take up time.

This is where the cruise industry high-
lights its advantages – you unpack once 
when on board, new ports are there to 
visit, families can travel as children are 
kept entertained and fares can be as low as 
$50 a day.

Cruising has not diminished the inter-
est in flying to other destinations or seek-
ing a relaxing journey on a train but its 
rise has certainly put the other travel 
organisations on notice that there is a big 
market available to be tapped.

Whichever system the intending trav-
eller takes – sailing on the high seas, flying 
high, or rattling along in a comfortable 
air-conditioned carriage – the Australian 

curiosity for other places and willingness 
to travel or just take a holiday break, looks 
set to stay and become a permanent part of 
the make-up of the average Australian.



A START IN LIFE
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When charity  
comes full circle 

Defence in its Simulation Department, 
where after four years he was promoted to 
Manager of Virtual Worlds. This, he pro-
claims, is ‘one of the greatest jobs in the 
world’. His siblings, meanwhile, have all 
completed their studies and forged mean-
ingful careers in nursing, teaching and 
fitness instruction. ‘They are with me in 
thanking A Start in Life for the opportu-
nities that might have been denied to 
them without the support,’ said Adrian.

Successful in his chosen field, Adrian is 
also actively involved in the masonic fra-
ternity. Having admired the work his own 
father and other local masons did for 
their communities, Adrian decided to 
join as soon as he was able. In 2005, on 
the day of his final Higher School 
Certificate exam, Adrian signed up to 
Lodge Barham in Bathurst, later joining 
Lodge Cae Glas during a ‘gap year’ in 
England, and then Lodge Namoi in 
Narrabri upon his return to Australia. ‘It 
has been a great experience 
and allowed me to meet 
amazing people,’ he said of 
his involvement in 
Freemasonry.

After moving to 
Canberra to take up his 
role in the Department 
of Defence, Adrian joined 
Lodge Woden Valley, where 
he has recently finished a 
two-year stint as Worshipful 

Since 1923, A Start in Life has assisted 
young Australians in need to over-
come the barriers to their education, 

enabling them to reach their potential. By 
supporting disadvantaged students to 
remain engaged in their education and 
improving their educational outcomes, 
the charity has given over 6,200 young 
people hope for a brighter future.

Whilst A Start in Life’s earliest benefi-
ciaries were the offspring of Freemasons 
who died or were incapacitated during the 
wars, the charity is now committed to sup-
porting any young person whose circum-
stances are identified as ‘necessitous’. A 
Start in Life regularly accepts referrals from 
the lodges where the referred youths meet 
their stringent criteria for support. Inspired 
by the benevolence of the masonic frater-
nity, which contributes over 40% of A Start 
in Life’s total fundraising income, many of 

Adrian and his siblings were supported 
by A Start in Life, then known as the 
Masonic Youth Welfare Fund NSW & ACT, 
in the early 2000s following the unfortu-
nate death of their father. The financial 
assistance, encouragement and practical 
support which the charity provided to the 
Webb children enabled them to complete 
their studies during what was an incredibly 
difficult time for this rural family. ‘It helped 
me set the foundation for my future 
achievements,’ said Adrian. ‘The assistance 
… helped me to become the man I am 
today,’ he added.

After finishing his Higher School 
Certificate, Adrian was granted a place in 
his ‘dream course’ at the Academy of 
Interactive Entertainment (AIE), com-
pleting an Advanced Diploma of 
Computer Game Programming in 2008. 
He then secured a job at the AIE assisting 
students and families in their course 
selections, later becoming a teacher at the 
Institute. 

After his time at the AIE, Adrian com-
menced work in the Department of 

The assistance… 
helped me to become 
the man I am today.

W Bro Adrian Webb gives back to A Start in Life, the charity 
which helped him and his siblings in their time of need.

these referred individuals have gone on to 
become masons themselves.

One of these is W Bro Adrian Webb of 
Lodge Woden Valley.
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HONOURED MASONS

Member (AM)  
In the General Division
Bro John Eliott Kilpatrick OAM
The Waratah Lodge 170
Bro David John Tongway
Lodge St John’s 16

Medal (OAM)  
In the General Division
RW Bro Kevin John Andrews
The Central Coast Lodge 2001
RW Bro Graham Leonard Berry
Lodge Kingsford Smith 1028
Bro Paul Thomas Biscoe
Lodge Nepean 29
Bro James Henry Day
Lodge City of Newcastle 1035
VW Bro Brian Kevin Dunn
Lodge Federal United 193
W Bro Ricky Bruce Firman
Lodge Temora 168
Bro Charles William Frew
The Schools Lodge 639
VW Bro Joseph Karl Kaplun
Lodge Army and Navy 517
W Bro Ian Herbert McKinnon
Lodge Nowra Unity 60

Queen’s  
Birthday  
Honours List
We celebrate the achievements of  
these Freemasons who have earned  
the honour of being recognised in  
this year’s Honours lists. 

Bro James Bernard Mooney
Lodge Gowrie of Canberra 715
W Bro Robert Browning Mummery 
Lodge Hurlstone Park United 288 
W Bro Gordon Leslie Nay
Lodge Middle Harbour 292
Bro Douglas Coulton Nolan
Laurelbank Kuring-gai Daylight Lodge 230
Bro Kenneth George Shadie
Sphinx 413
Bro John Armour Sullivan
Lodge Leopold 128

Australian Fire  
Service Medal (AFSM)
W Bro Mark John Black
Lodge Fire Brigades 940
W Bro Paul James McGuiggan
Lodge Fire Brigades 940
Bro Kim Christian Reeson
Lodge Fire Brigades 940

Master. As a result of Adrian’s advocacy for 
A Start in Life within the lodge, Lodge 
Woden Valley recently contributed over 
$600 to the charity’s annual Tax Appeal. ‘I 
hope it will help another student as much 
as other lodges’ donations have for me,’ he 
said of the donation.

On the home front, Adrian and his 
partner have recently welcomed a baby boy 
into the world and are in the process of 
building a house for their small but grow-
ing family. Trying to get used to the life and 
title of ‘Dad’, Adrian feels fortunate to be in 
a position where he can offer his son the 
security and stability that many other chil-
dren, by no fault of their own, are denied. 
He credits the support of A Start in Life 
and the masonic fraternity for giving him 
the chance to reach his true potential.

For A Start in Life’s CEO, Neil Robinson, 
stories like Adrian’s reassure him that the 
charity’s program works. ‘The successes of 
our former students demonstrate the effec-
tiveness of our program,’ said Neil. ‘Some 
have gone on to have stellar careers and live 
extraordinary lives; some have in other 
ways contributed to the creation of a 
diverse and vibrant society. Each of these is 
an amazing outcome,’ he added. ‘If we pre-
vent our students from falling into a life of 
poverty, then we have done our job.’

For information on how your lodge can 
help young Australians in need, please 
contact A Start in Life on (02) 9264 3017 
or email communications@astartinlife.
org.au.
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MASONICARE
MASONICARE – YOUR GRAND CHARITY

Dear Brother,

Every year, many masons 
and their families find 
themselves in dire 
financial hardship.  
What can quickly 
become a debilitating 
and overwhelming 
condition is often 
near impossible to 
overcome without 
the support from 
those who care.

No mason or his family should 
feel helpless or alone in these times of 
need. As a fraternity based around the 
principle of brotherly relief, we all have a 
responsibility to look out for one another.

Your support over the years, through 
Masonicare’s benevolence fund, has been 
helping masons and their families by 
providing financial assistance and other 
services to those who need it most. 

We ask you to show your support by 
purchasing a Purple Benevolence Pin  
for $10 during Benevolence month this 
September. 

Benevolence month is an annual 
Masonicare initiative to create support 
and awareness of benevolence amongst 
Freemasons and their families. All money 
raised goes to needy brethren and their 
families.

Please support this worthwhile cause so 
that less fortunate people may always be 
comforted in the knowledge that masons 
will always be there for them.

Yours fraternally,

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RW Bro Andrew Fraser MP PDGM 
Chairman

Chairman’s 
Message

Lodge Coeur de Lion
Narooma and Masonicare 
to the rescue 

The members of Lodge Coeur de Lion 
– Narooma No 84 who meet at Moruya 

on the far south coast became aware that 
‘Broulee Surfers’ Surf Life Saving Club had 
144 nippers (boys and girls 8 to 14 years 
old) in their training program and not 
enough surfboards to accommodate them. 

Members of the lodge started to raise 
funds and with the assistance of Masonicare 

they matched their fundraising total. The 
lodge was able to present $6,000 to the surf 
club, enabling them to purchase six nip-
pers training boards.

Surf club president Allan Veness said 
the additional training boards would 
make a big difference to the training 
program.

Nippers, officials and the new training boards.

Masonicare 
BBQ aprons
The Masonicare BBQ aprons are back 

in stock and now feature a handy 
front pocket. They are also black which 

will make you and the Craft 
look good at the next lodge 

sausage sizzle.
You can order via email 

info@masonicare.org.au 
or phone 02 9284 2838.

Aprons cost $20.00 
plus $10.00 postage and 
handling. All proceeds 
go to the Benevolence 
Fund designated to 
help masons and 
their families in 
need.

Masonicare  
Charity  
Jewels
Has your Lodge 
Management 
Committee consid-
ered making a special 
presentation of one  
of these beautiful 
Masonicare Charity 
Jewels to a deserving 
brother at your Installation 
meeting? 

One of the jewels could even be pre-
sented to the incoming/outgoing MCO 
at an appropriate time or at the Festive 
Board.

Jewels can only be purchased by the 
lodge and are not tax deductible in 
compliance with ATO ‘charity’ regula-
tions. Funds raised from the sale of 
jewels go to The Benevolence Fund.
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Whilst the men enjoyed their masonic 
evening the ladies dined at City Tattersall’s 
Zest Restaurant and reported they had 
just as good a time as the men. 

On Friday night, the end of conference 
dinner was held in Cello’s Restaurant with 
magnificent entertainment from vocalist 
Adam Wasiel and pianist, Daniel Rojas 
with songs from the thirties that many of 
us fondly remember. It was a great way to 
end a busy week for the 33º members 
across Australia.

Rite honours 
There were ten happy faces (one surprised) at the annual 
meeting of the Supreme Council for the Ancient and Accepted 
Scottish Rite for Australia in Sydney in June.

Nine members were elevated to 
the 33º and locally installed as 
District Commanders in charge 

of a District for a five year term, with 
NSW represented by V∴Ill∴ Bro John 
Craft (NSW Central Western Plains) and 
V∴Ill∴ Bro John McMaster (NSW 
Northern Tablelands). The other inter-
state 33º candidates were installed in the 
Districts of Tasmania Derwent, Vic 
Eastern, WA Central South, WA Central 
East and WA Great Southern, SA West 
and Brisbane South.

The big surprise of the meeting was 
when Supreme Council recognised the 
work of the Grand Secretary General, 
Dominic de Candia, by making him an 
honorary member of Supreme Council. 
Dominic is still trying to find out how it 
occurred without his knowledge. 

The NSW Masonic Club was again the 
centre of activity, with members from all 
states staying at the Castlereagh Inn to 
attend the many social and masonic 
gatherings. 

Visitors and local members attended 
the Prince Charles Edward Stuart Council 
Wednesday meeting to witness the 
Installation of Ill∴Bro Rusty Shore, 30º as 
Grand Commander and the investiture of 
his officers.

This was followed by an educational 
tour of the Great Synagogue while on 

ASSOCIATED ORDERSBy V EM KT TOM HALL

The NSW  
Masonic Club  
was again the  

centre of activity ...

notice’. A planned guided tour of the 
Sydney Masonic Centre for interstate vis-
itors also took place in the afternoon and 
the night was taken up with the elevation 
of the new District Commanders.

Main: The Nine Candidates wearing  
32 Degree Regalia prior to entering the 
Annual 33 Degree Ceremony and their 
elevation to that Degree. 

Inset: The Supreme Council team

Touring the Great Synagogue

Thursday an Exchange of Views session 
gave the members of Supreme Council a 
chance to communicate with senior mem-
bers and respond to many ‘questions on 
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Grand  
Installation 

And in a break from traditions of 
past years and to bring Masonry 
more publicly into the commu-

nity, MW Bro Melville forecast that 
among his plans were a Masonic Open 
Week throughout the State and a masonic 
cruise.

The Town Hall stage was a sea of 
colour, dominated by blue, gold and other 
colours of representatives from the vari-
ous Australian states, New Zealand and 
New Caledonia with the Grand Organist 
and the majestic pipes of the organ pro-
viding a memorable background.

Masons in formal clothing, ladies in 
their finery and visiting gentlemen filled 
the multiple upstairs rows of seats looking 
down at the ceremony while hundreds of 
other attendees gathered on the main 
floor of the Town Hall to present a mass 
spectacle to match the pageantry of the 
occasion. Because of repairs and 

renovations, it has been a decade since the 
Sydney Town Hall has been available for a 
Grand Installation.

Proceedings began when MW Bro 
Derek Robson AM, the Installing Grand 
Master was admitted with his Officers and 
opened the Grand Lodge. He started the 
less formal proceedings with a welcome to 
everyone, particularly the ladies whom he 
thanked for their continual support of 
masons and their lodges throughout the 
state.

‘The following ceremony is simple but 
memorable. I trust you will enjoy the day 
and once again thank you for your won-
derful support,’ he said.

Leaders and representatives of the var-
ious Associated Orders, clothed in regalia 
or robes in the multiple colours of their 
Order, were then announced, admitted 
and greeted by MW Bro Robson as they 
took their places on the Town Hall stage.

They were followed by the Grand 
Masters or their representatives from the 
Sister Constitutions of each Australian 
State as well as New Zealand and New 
Caledonia who were also given a personal 
welcome by MW Bro Robson who con-
gratulated them for their leadership and 
thanked them for their support during his 
term of office. The assembled masons then 
accorded the special visitors with Grand 
Honours. When the reception had con-
cluded, the Grand Master requested spon-
sors MW Bro Ron Johnson AM PGM and 
MW Bro Noel Dunn OAM PGM to pres-
ent the Grand Master-Elect.

A fanfare preceded the delegation of  
11 who escorted RW Bro James Melville 
to the stage where he was presented to and 
welcomed by MW Bro Robson who  
said: ‘RW Bro Melville, the exalted station  
of Grand Master involves a great and seri-
ous responsibility. The powers and 

Freemasonry – Diversity – Unity – Mateship. This is the theme for Freemasonry in NSW 
proposed by MW Bro James Melville when he was installed as the 37th Grand Master of the 
United Grand Lodge of NSW & ACT in a glittering ceremony before a nearly packed Sydney 
Town Hall in August.
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prerogatives of the Office will cease upon 
the expiration of your term but the 
honour and dignity will never cease, 
except by your own act. I therefore call 
upon you to take the Obligation apper-
taining to the duties of the Office to which 
you have been elected.’

RW Bro Melville then gave the Oblig-
ation of Grand Master and was invested 
with the Apron, Gauntlets and Chain of 
office. He was also decorated with the 
Grand Master’s Centenary Jewel which is 
to be passed on to his successor at the 
time of his Installation.

‘The very consciousness of holding a 
position of great power moves the cautious 
man to be tender and generous in its exer-
cise,’ MW Bro Robson said. ‘To rule has 
been the lot of many, to rule well is the 
object of noble men. It is not by strong 
arm, iron will or threatening tone that obe-
dience is best obtained, but by holding the 
key to the hearts of men. Be it your aim to 
reach these standards so that you shall be a 
bright and shining example to all.’

MW Bro Melville was then placed in 
the Chair of Grand Master where he was 
hailed, saluted and proclaimed as the 
Grand Master of the United Grand Lodge 
of NSW & ACT. The Address to the Grand 
Master was then delivered by MW Bro 
Rev Raymond Green PGM. This was fol-
lowed by the appointments and investi-
ture of the Deputy Grand Master, RW Bro 
Antoine Georges, the Assistant Grand 
Master, RW Bro William Driver, the 
Grand Wardens and the remaining Grand 
Officers. The Address to the Brethren was 
delivered by VW Bro Scott Mayer.

MW Bro Melville welcomed the visit-
ing delegations while further greetings 
were extended by MW Bro Anthony 
Lauer PGM on behalf of the Sister Grand 
Lodges.

The Grand Master of the Grand Lodge 
of Western Australia, MW Bro Steven 
Jancec said: ‘It is with great delight we 
extend to the UGL of NSW & ACT our 
warmest fraternal greetings and congrat-
ulations. These occasions afford us the 
opportunity to re-affirm and further 
strengthen the unique bond of friendship 
and affection that has existed between our 
Constitutions since the consecration of 
the Grand Lodge of WA 115 years ago.’

MW Bro Hillel Benedykt, the Grand 
Master of the United Grand Lodge of 
Victoria said: ‘I wish you every success as 

you undertake this challenging and 
rewarding leadership position. We look 
forward to sharing your thoughts and 
company over the ensuing years. I would 
also take this opportunity to acknowledge 
the magnificent contribution made to 
Freemasonry by your Immediate Past 
Grand Master, MW Bro Derek Robson for 
his leadership, guidance, support and 
friendship and wish him well for the 
future.’

Most Excellent Companion Robert 
Peattie, the First Grand Principal and 
Grand Master of Mark and Royal Arch 
Masons of NSW & ACT pointed out that 
modern Freemasonry today faces many 
challenges.

‘These challenges will require strong 
leadership and an awareness of what the 
modern mason requires in order to satisfy 

his interest and to encourage his partici-
pation in our assemblies. You come to our 
Grand Master’s Chair with a rare mix of a 
long record of proven masonic service to 
the Craft combined with arguably a rela-
tive young age. The combination of these 
two assets will no doubt serve to provide 
you with a strong platform from which I 
believe you will lead Freemasonry to an 
unprecedented level. I look forward to 
working with you in this jurisdiction and 
to assist you whenever needed to ensure 
Freemasonry under your stewardship 
flourishes and advances.’

Throughout the evening, music was 
presented by the NSW Masonic Ensemble 
under the direction of RW Bro Ian Cox 
with a special vocal item by RW Bro Colin 
Gill and Margaret Gill before Grand 
Lodge was closed.
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Grand Master 
MW Bro J Melville

Deputy Grand Master 
RW Bro A Georges

Assistant Grand Master 
RW Bro W Driver

Senior Grand Warden 
RW Bro P Miller

Junior Grand Warden 
RW Bro G Singleton

Grand Chaplain 
RW Bro L Carter OBE

Grand Chaplain 
RW Bro Rev Dr J Hely  
OAM CBE

Grand Chaplain 
RW Bro Rev P Kilkeary OAM

Grand Chaplain 
RW Bro Rabbi Dr S Tov-Lev

Grand Treasurer 
RW Bro R Collins

Deputy Grand Treasurer 
VW Bro A Ebert

Grand Registrar 
RW Bro J Armfield

Deputy Grand Registrar 
RW Bro W Whitby

Chairman Board  
of Management 
RW Bro B Munro

Chairman Grand Charity 
RW Bro A Fraser MP

Grand Architect 
RW Bro P Zeilic

Deputy Grand 
Superintendent  
of Works 
RW Bro P Robinson

Grand Secretary 
RW Bro S Green

Deputy Grand Secretary 
RW Bro C Craven

Grand Director of 
Ceremonies 
RW Bro J Begbie

Deputy Grand Director  
of Ceremonies 
VW Bro D Goonasekera

Assistant Grand Director  
of Ceremonies 
VW Bro A Owen

Assistant Grand Director  
of Ceremonies 
VW Bro L Reyes

Senior Grand Deacon 
W Bro G El-Chami

Junior Grand Deacon 
W Bro S Oliver

Grand Sword Bearer 
W Bro A Landicho

Grand Lodge Officers 2015–2016

Our new Grand Officers
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Grand Standard Bearer 
W Bro K Albano

Grand Director of Music 
RW Bro I Cox

Grand Organist 
RW Bro R Littlefair

Deputy Grand Organist 
RW Bro J Baldwin OAM

Deputy Grand Organist 
VW Bro F Dunster JP

Grand Herald 
W Bro K Christmas

Grand Pursuivant 
W Bro O Parry

Deputy Grand Pursuivant 
W Bro P Barber

Grand Steward 
VW Bro J Barrett

Grand Steward 
VW Bro J Bertram

Grand Steward 
VW Bro A Boyden

Grand Steward 
W Bro J Brown

Grand Steward 
W Bro J Cutler

Grand Steward 
VW Bro R Dixon

Grand Steward 
W Bro E Griffiths

Grand Steward 
W Bro A Hall

Grand Steward 
W Bro K Hunt

Grand Steward 
W Bro M Jones

Grand Steward 
W Bro R Long

Grand Steward 
VW Bro D McKay

Grand Steward 
W Bro N Mainey

Grand Steward 
VW Bro B Maples

Grand Steward 
W Bro Dr S Marks

Grand Steward 
VW Bro R Nash

Grand Steward 
W Bro C Reade

Grand Steward 
VW Bro R Smith

Grand Steward 
VW Bro R Taylor

Grand Tyler 
W Bro P Bujack

Grand Lodge Officers 2015–2016

Our new Grand Officers
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ANTOINE GEORGES
Deputy Grand Master

Antoine has enjoyed the full support 
of his wife Margarita and children 

Sara, Christina and Moussa, throughout 
his masonic career, to his present appoint-
ment as Deputy Grand Master.

He was born in Lebanon and came to 
Australia in 1975 to take a position as a 
community youth worker. He then worked 
in the public welfare sector, where he 
served for 24 years in various positions.

Antoine has supported several com-
munity groups, and served on committees 
and boards at the Marrickville Legal 
Centre, Marrickville and Newtown Neigh-
bourhood Centres, Centre for Human 
Services, the Arabic Community Welfare 
Council and assisted people from 
non-English speaking backgrounds.

He was initiated into Lodge Punchbowl 

on 11 January 1996 and affiliated with 
Lodge Kilwinning, Lodge Hellenic 
Arcadia and the Grand Stewards Lodge. 
He is also a member and the Foundation 
Installing Master of The Cedars Lodge 
and a member of other Associated Orders.

As his ritual ability grew, so did his 
progress. After moving through various 
offices, he became the WM of Lodge 
Punchbowl in 2002. He continues to sup-
port the Lodge and is one of its Caring 
Officers. He is currently the WM of Lodge 
Kilwinning and the Director of Cere-
monies and Team Mentor for The Cedars 
Lodge.

His Grand Lodge career began when 
he joined the Ceremonial Team as a 
Grand Steward in August 2004. He was 
elected as Grand Pursuivant in 2005 and 
moved on to the roles of Grand Standard 
Bearer, Senior Grand Deacon, Assistant 
Grand Director of Ceremonies, Deputy 
Grand Director of Ceremonies and finally 
as the Grand Director from 2010–12. He 
was appointed Senior Grand Warden in 
2012 to complete a nine year run of con-
tinuous service. During his last year in the 
Ceremonial Team, he was invested and 
served for two years as a Grand Visitor  
for Area 2, in the Order of the Secret 
Monitors.

Antoine also served on the Grand 
Officers Committee for three years and 
participated in the Demonstration Team 
Preceptors Course.

WILLIAM DRIVER
Assistant Grand Master

Diversity has been a key word for RW 
William Driver during his working 

career and as a Freemason.

The newly appointed Assistant Grand 
Master can boast of interests ranging from 
transport, community work, offshore fish-
ing and Masonry.

Bill was raised in the Hills District, was 
a member of the local Boy Scouts includ-
ing Scout Leader, educated at Westmead 
Technical College and joined the NSW 
Government Railways in 1954 as an 
apprentice fitter.

He studied mechanical engineering at 
Sydney Technical College and held a 
number of senior engineering/man-
agement positions in the NSW Railways 
mechanical and workshop branches.

In 1989 he transferred to the Bus/Ferry 
division of the NSW Transport Authority 
to occupy various senior positions until 
his retirement in April 2000. He was 
involved in community activities from 
1985 as a volunteer to the Hills Family 
Centre, St Michaels Family Centre, Baptist 
Community Services bus driving, Angli-
care Village work and Uniting Care. From 
July 2005 he co-ordinated the Hills 
Seniors Day Club caring for the senior 
residents of the District.

He was initiated in Lodge Burnside in 
1975, installed as WM in 2007 and re-in-
stalled in 2011. He became the Masonicare 
Caring Officer for the lodge and the 
Masonicare representative for Districts 32 
and 25 where he co-ordinated fundraising 
for charity, families in need and a sausage 
sizzle program.

 He affiliated to Lodge Baden Powell in 
1978, inducted into the Order of the Secret 
Monitor in 2003, perfected in Macquarie 

We congratulate the hard-working masons who have been 
appointed to these roles, and present the opportunity to get  
to know the new officers as they take up their duties. 

Antoine  
Georges

William 
DriverMeet the  

new leaders
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Sovereign Chapter Rose Croix in 2008 and 
advanced to the Mark Degree in 
Parramatta City Daylight Chapter in 2015.

The rank of Past Deputy Grand Director 
of Ceremonies was conferred in 2010 and 
Past Junior Grand Warden in 2013.

His sporting activities involve compe-
tition shooting, golf, offshore fishing and 
restoration work on steam locomotives 
and associated rolling stock.

PHILIP MILLER
Senior Grand Warden

Philip Leith Miller was born at 
Rockdale, Sydney in 1947, marrying 

Pamela in 1969 and making their home in 
Revesby where they still reside. They have 
three married sons, Leith, Wade and 
Justin, and Philip and Pamela are grand-
parents to seven grandchildren.

 Philip attended Bexley Primary and 
then Kogarah High School. After leaving 
school he joined the printing industry and 
worked for firms such as the Daily 
Telegraph, Fairfax Newspapers, and the 
last twenty years of his working career with 
Amcor Packaging as a printing machine 
operator. A couple of years after retiring he 
began working as a school crossing super-
visor and thoroughly enjoys this position.

Following his father W Bro Harry 
Miller, Philip became a member of Lodge 
Bexley in February 1965 joining as a 
Lewis. During the years 1973–74 he was 
installed into the Chair of King Solomon 
as Worshipful Master and later took the 
position of Lodge Secretary. He was 

appointed DGIW from 2006–10 and then 
became a member of the Ceremonial 
Team.

He is a member of Lodge Thespian, 
The Baden-Powell Lodge of NSW, the 
Grand Steward’s Lodge and is a member 
of the Order of the Secret Monitor.

A 50 year Certificate was recently 
awarded to Philip for his service to 
Freemasonry.

His wife Pamela is also involved in 
Freemasonry serving on the Board of 
Masonicare and as a Committee Member 
of the Freemasons’ Association of NSW & 
ACT. Pamela was awarded the Grand 
Master’s Bronze and Silver Awards for 
Services to Freemasonry.

Philip’s interests outside Freemasonry 
are his family, supporting St George 
Rugby League team, numismatics, travel-
ling and enjoying a game of golf.

GRANT SINGLETON
Junior Grand Warden

Grant was born in 1968 at The Royal 
Hospital for Women in Paddington 

and grew up in the South Sydney area 
around the suburbs of Alexandria, 
Waterloo and Beaconsfield. He attended 
Waterloo Primary School, Cleveland 
Street Boys High School and Newtown 
Boys High School where he attained his 
school certificate. 

Joining the workforce in 1984, Grant 
then held various office positions until 
taking up a position in spare part sales in 
the motor industry. From there he moved 
into the security industry as an alarm 
monitoring operator with MSS Security, 
which then became Chubb Security. 
Grant then applied to become a 
Correctional Officer with the Department 
of Corrective Services and was successful 
in 2005, where he was posted to the Long 
Bay Correctional Complex.

Grant was invited to the Lodge Alpha 
Burns Night in January 1997 by a work 
colleague and enjoyed it so much that he 
submitted his application for initiation, 
and was initiated in that Lodge on Friday, 
13 June 1997. 

Grant showed an aptitude for Free–
masonry and picked up the ritual quickly, 
so much so that one lodge was not enough. 
He affiliated with his local lodge, The Sir 
Walter Scott at Granville in 1999  
and due to circumstance, became the 

Worshipful Master in 2001. He then 
became the Worshipful Master in Lodge 
Alpha in 2003. That same year he affiliated 
with Lodge Kingsford Smith and became 
their Master in 2004; he also became the 
Secretary of The Sir Walter Scott Lodge in 
the same year and held that position for 
just over 10 years.

Grant responded to MW Bro Greg 
Levenston’s call for past masters to join 
the Ceremonial Team, which he did in 
2009. He immediately affiliated with The 
Grand Stewards’ Lodge and became 
Secretary in 2013. He progressed through 
the Ceremonial Team becoming Deputy 
Grand Pursuivant in 2011, Grand Sword 
Bearer in 2012, Senior Grand Deacon in 
2013, Assistant Grand Director of Cere–
monies in 2014 and Junior Grand Warden 
in 2015.

Grant was also the foundation Tyler of 
the newly consecrated Lodge Corrective 
Services in 2007 and will be installed as 
Worshipful Master in November this year.

In his spare time, Grant enjoys com-
puter programming, attending and organ-
ising trivia nights and electronics, which 
he managed to combine by writing the 
software and manufacturing the required 
hardware to create a Who Wants to Be a 
Millionaire? type trivia night that he com-
pleted successfully for the Garvan 
Institute in 2001 and 2002.

‘I’m honoured to be invested as Junior 
Grand Warden by our new Grand Master 
and look forward to the promising year 
ahead,’ he said.

Phillip 
Miller

Grant  
Singleton
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JOHN BEGBIE
Grand Director of Ceremonies

A mixture of English and Australian 
Freemasonry has given John Begbie 

plenty of experience to perform his repeat 
role of Grand Director of Ceremonies.

John, who was born in Newtown, 
spent 35 years in England when his par-
ents decided to return home in 1970 after 
travelling to Sydney as post-World War II 
migrants. He decided to come back to 
Sydney with his wife Tisha and their 
young family in 2004.

He was educated in Croydon, South 
London before moving to Hastings, East 
Sussex, where he studied mechanical and 
production engineering and business and 
management. He was employed in a local 
engineering company, specialising in the 
manufacture of small electrical motors 
and gearboxes, working through various 
departments to finally hold the position of 
production/operations manager.

John was initiated into The Hastings 
Lodge (EC) in 1994 and became WM in 
2003. He decided to return to Sydney 
where he joined Lodge Horizons in 2004 
to become Secretary before being re-in-
stalled as WM in 2008. He had joined the 
Grand Lodge Ceremonial Team in 2006 
and is a member of the Royal Arch and 
the Secret Monitor.

A keen sports enthusiast, John became 
a member of the Concord Junior Soccer 
Club where he served a term as club pres-
ident and continued to work on the com-
mittee to improve the development of 
junior players.

BRUCE MUNRO
Chairman Board  
of Management

Bruce Munro was born in Sydney in  
1956 and is married to Sue. They live 

at Gymea and have daughters Jacqueline 
and Kristina. Bruce is a member of  
Lodge Sylvania and foundation member 
of Lodge Sir James Hardy. His father and 
grandfather were masons and he is well 
supported by his wife.

He became an apprentice greenkeeper 
at 17 and gained full qualifications after 
three years before joining the transport 
industry in 1977. He progressed into sales, 
customer service and managerial roles 
within the express freight sector and in 
2000 took on the role of general manager. 
He is now part-time in transport fields, 
specifically in his own company promot-
ing safety compliance and electronic 
tracking.

He has a graduate Diploma of Tran-
sport Management, Institute of Transport 
Studies (University of Sydney) and has 
marine qualifications as a commercial 
Master Mariner (Master V) and Marine 
Engineer (MED III).

Bruce has served on boards and com-
mittees in road transport, academia 
(Sydney University, Master of Logistics 
Management), NSW Freemasonry  
(Board of Management) and Yachting 
(Commodore Coastal Cruising Club of 
Australia).

He entered Freemasonry on 17 June 
1986, became WM of Lodge Sylvania in 
1997, DGIW District 26 (Sutherland Shire-
Helensburgh) in 2000–02, Deputy 
Preceptor of Sutherland Lodge of 
Instruction 2000–11, member of the 
Demonstration Team and the Ritual 
Advisory Committee 2008–10. He was 
chairman of the Private Lodges Com mittee, 
and Deputy Chairman of the Board of 

Management 2009–10. He is also a member 
of The Royal Arch and Rose Croix.

In his early years he enjoyed playing 
and coaching rugby and his current inter-
ests are yachting, caravanning, cooking 
and playing the ukulele. Sue and Bruce  
are volunteer members of the Sydney 
Heritage Fleet and work on several herit-
age ferries.

ANDREW  
RAYMOND FRASER 
Chairman Grand Charity

Charitable works and actions are 
nothing new for RW Bro Andrew 

Fraser MP, the Chairman of the UGL 
Grand Charity.

He was a member of Apex for 19 years, 
including as president, Youth Director 
and Community Service Director of Coffs 
Harbour Apex, past president of Tyalla 
Primary school P and C Association and 
past chairman of Coffs Harbour Australia 
Day Awards Committee.

He has also had an extensive political 
career and has been the member for Coffs 
Harbour in the NSW Parliament since 
1990. He has held numerous shadow port-
folios since 1998, including Road Safety, 
Forestry, Primary Industry and Local 
Government and Housing.

RW Bro Fraser has also been Past 
Deputy Leader of the NSW Parliamentary 
National Party and Assistant Speaker of 
the Legislative Assembly.

His masonic career began in 1984 when 
he was initiated into Lodge Coffs Harbour, 
was elected WM in 1988 and became 
District Education Officer in 1989. He is a 
current member of Lodge Fitzroy and 
Castlereagh and was chairman of the 
Museum of Freemasonry from 2008-2013.

He has been married to Kerrie since 
1974 and they have three children, 
Alexandra, Elizabeth and Angus.

John 
Begbie

Bruce  
Munro

Andrew 
Fraser
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A Boer War 
memorial?
A committee is seeking donations to set up 

a memorial to the Australians who served in 
the Boer War. It is the last remaining memo-
rial to the commitment of troops to overseas 
service which is not yet recognised in the 
avenue leading up to the War Memorial in 
Canberra.

Progress has been made with the Federal 
Government allocating the location of the 
intended memorial and the plans have been 
approved to the extent that one of the four 
horsemen to comprise the memorial has 
been sculptured and will be available to 
assist in fundraising. More than one million 
dollars has been subscribed so far but a 
further $2.7m is needed to complete the 
memorial. Tax deductable donations above 
$2 should be sent to NBWMA, Building 96, 
Victoria Barracks Paddington NSW 2021.

Colonel John Haynes OAM
NBWMA President

A call to arms 

According to the Grand Archivist, RW Bro 
Brian French M.A., Lodge Railways No 925 
handed in its Charter on 8 August 2002. 
After that a group of railway masons called 
Australian Rail Masons Sydney (ARMS) 
met on occasion until a couple of years ago, 
usually on months with five Fridays.

W Bro Steve Lourey, who works for 
NSW Trains, recently decided to resurrect 
ARMS and a meeting was held Friday 29 
May at the NSW Masonic Club.

In addition to ARMS, Steve’s vision is of 
a group tentatively named Australian 
Transport Masons comprising masons and 
friends of the Craft in the greater transport 
portfolio, e.g. buses, trains, ferries, roads 
and maritime, light rail and aviation.

There were 17 brethren at the May meet-
ing, as well as two friends of the Craft and 
it was decided that meetings should  
be held every eight weeks. Dates for the 
next meetings are Friday, 18 September;  

Corner. Thus she is sitting in three states at 
the same time.

W Bro Rene Herbert WM
Lodge Kirrawee 903

13 November; 8 January 2016, 4 March 
and 29 April.

Interested masons and friends are  
cordially invited to attend ARMS on the 
above dates from 5.00pm at the NSW 
Masonic Club, Level 2, 171 Castlereagh 
Street Sydney NSW 2000.

An appeal for help
Help and support are being sought for a char-
ity group known as The Australian Masonic 
Friends of The Philippines (AMFOP), who 
have been moved by the devastating effect of 
the typhoon Haiyan in Bantayan Island, 
province of Cebu, The Philippines.

People in the region have been devastat-
ingly impacted by the typhoon Haiyan in 
2013 and again in 2014, before they had a 
chance to stand and rebuild their lives.

The first mission delivery was a donation 
of equipment which included a portable 
mechanical ventilator, amalgamator and 
light cure machine. This was followed with 
the support of NSW lodges of 15 boats for 
local fishermen, which enables them to work 
again and provide for their families.

Funds raised will assist to build hospital 
wings and schools and donations can be 
sent to the organisation secretary RW Bro 
Rey Porras at 0422 435 520 or by email at  
rey.porras@gmail.com

A dog’s view
Thanks for publishing the photo (in the 
June issue). Several brethren I know have 
got a laugh out of it.

Jilly was selected, rough and unpolished 
from the dog pound. With the kind care 
and instruction of me and my wife, her 
mind has become cultivated and she has 
been rendered a fit member of the Herbert 
family. She no longer eats Ritual Books. She 
has accompanied us on caravan trips to 
every State and Territory in Australia.

I have deduced that the principles of 
Freemasonry can, to some extent, be 
applied to animals. This picture shows her 
sitting on the survey mark at Cameron 
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Arthur Onslow 
Photo courtesy of the  

National Library of Australia

By YVONNE MCINTYRE PhDAN HISTORIC DYNASTY, PART I

The Macarthurs
John Macarthur (1767–1834) was born 
near Plymouth, England, the son of 
Alexander Macarthur and Catherine 
Macarthur. He arrived in Port Jackson on 
28 June 1790 from England as a lieuten-
ant of the New South Wales Corps and 
was accompanied by his wife Elizabeth 
and first child Edward. 

Grants of land and gifts of stock ena-
bled John Macarthur to establish Elizabeth 
Farm at Parramatta on a 100-acre (40ha) 
grant of ‘some of the best ground that has 
been discovered’. Further land grants and 
purchases between 1800 and 1822 resulted 

in the establishment of the Camden Park 
estate which became the first agricultural 
establishment in the Colony incorporat-
ing over 60,000 acres (24,281ha) of land. 

Development of the merino breed of 
sheep earned Macarthur lucrative con-
tracts and resulted in his being remem-
bered as the man who pioneered the 
Australian wool industry. He also estab-
lished a reputation as a grazier and politi-
cian and was responsible for the design of 
Elizabeth Farm, portions of which remain 
intact as part of a later development of the 
building.

His image and that of the merino 
sheep was commemorated on the old $2 
note in recognition of the impact the wool 
industry has had on Australia.

It is not known whether John Mac-
arthur was a Freemason.

The Onslows
The Onslow family has a proud history of 
service to the realm and can be traced as 
far back as the 13th Century. Records of 
the History of the British Parliament 
show that members of the Onslow family 
served the people of Britain from 1509 to 
1832. On several occasions there were as 
many as six members of the family serv-
ing as members of parliament at the one 
time. 

The  
Macarthur-
Onslows 
The Macarthur-Onslows of Camden Park hold a special  
place in the development of the Colony of New South Wales. 
This is the first in a series of articles which briefly touches 
on their background, the influence that the union of the 
two families had on the Australian way of life and their 
relationship with Freemasonry.

There have been two baronetcies created 
for the Onslow family, one in the Baron-
etage of England and one in the Baronetage 
of Great Britain. Both titles still exist. 

The Onslow Baronetcy, of West 
Clandon in the County of Surrey, was 
created in the Baronetage of England on 8 
May 1674 for Arthur Onslow. The second 
Baronet was created Baron Onslow in 
1716 and the fourth Baron was created 
Earl of Onslow in 1801. 

The Onslow Baronetcy, of Althain in 
the County of Lancaster, was created in 
the Baronetage of Great Britain on 30 
October 1797 for the naval commander 
Admiral Sir Richard Onslow. 

It is uncertain when the first branch of 
the Onslow dynasty arrived in Australia; 
however, it is known that Alexander 
Onslow, the fourth son of surveyor Arthur 
Pooley Onslow of the East India Company, 
served as Attorney-General of Western 
Australia from 1880 to 1883. Later in the 
same year he was appointed Chief Justice 
of Western Australia. 

Of special interest as far as the 
Australian branch of the Onslow dynasty 
is concerned is Arthur Alexander Walton 
Onslow. 

Arthur Alexander Walton Onslow was 
born in Trichinopoly, India, on 2 August 
1833, the second son of surveyor Arthur 
Pooley Onslow and Rosa Roberta Macleay. 
He arrived in NSW in 1938, returning to 
England in 1841 to join the Royal Navy as 
a midshipman. Service with the Royal 
Navy included involvement in the 

John Macarthur on the  
old Australian $2 bill
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suppression of the slave trade on the West 
African Coast and in the Baltic Squadron 
during the Crimean War. From 1857 to 
1861 he took part of the survey of Shark 
Bay, the Torres Strait and the Barrier Reef. 

Returning to Sydney in 1864 with the 
rank of Captain, Arthur married Elizabeth 
Macarthur, the grand-daughter of John 
Macarthur. The couple took up residence 
on the Camden Estate. Arthur was subse-
quently elected to the NSW Legislative 
Assembly for the seat of Camden and held 
the seat from 1869 to 1880. An appoint-
ment to the NSW Legislative Council 
followed in 1880. Arthur died in 1882 and 
was buried at ‘Camden Park’. 

In 1892 Elizabeth Onslow changed her 
name, and that of her children, to 
Macarthur-Onslow thus heralding the 
start of the Macarthur-Onslow branch of 
the family. 

There were eight children from the 
marriage and whilst they and the subse-
quent generations have greatly influenced 
the Australian way of life, space only 

permits detailed mention of three mem-
bers of the family, namely James William, 
George Macleay and Francis Arthur 
Macarthur-Onslow. All were sons of 
Arthur Alexander Walton Onslow; all 
were born at the Camden Park Estate 
Menangle; all made significant contribu-
tions to the community and all were 
Freemasons. 

James Macarthur- 
Onslow
Major General James William Macarthur-
Onslow (1867–1946) was educated at 
Sydney Grammar School and Trinity 
College, Cambridge where he graduated 
with a Bachelor of Arts and a Bachelor of 
Law. On his return to Australia in 1891 
he joined the New South Wales Mounted 
Rifles. 

James had a distinguished military 
career which included service in the 
storming of Malakand Pass, India, with 

the 1st Battalion Kings Royal Rifle Corps 
and service in the South African War. He 
was promoted to Major in 1896, Colonel 
in 1907 and subsequently placed on the 
unattached list. In 1925 he was placed on 
the retired list with the honorary rank of 
Major General. 

James was chairman of directors of 
Camden Park Estate Pty Ltd and did 
much to promote the dairy industry 
through breeding and showing of dairy 
cattle. He died at Camden Park on 17 
November 1946 and was buried in the 
family cemetery on the Estate. 

Brother James William Macarthur-
Onslow was initiated in Lodge Federation 
No 196 at Camden Masonic Centre on 25 
October 1900. He was passed on 26 
September 1901 and raised to Master 
Mason on 20 October 1901. He trans-
ferred his membership to Lodge 
Abbotsford No 217 on 17 September 1913 
and called off on 22 November 1933.

To be continued in the December issue.
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Camden Park House  
Photo by Arktos
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THE TALE OF TAILS By W BRO STEPHEN DALLY

A history of  
evening dress 
Masons are generally associated with wearing a dinner suit 
or the more formal tails at lodge but why is this so?

As all British regiments wore red with 
the exception of the artillery and cavalry, a 
distinguishing system had been intro-
duced as they were only known by their 
regimental number on the order of battle 
– for example the Grenadier Guards were 
the 1st Foot Guards. A system of colour 
was introduced known as facings and 
lapels, cuffs and the folded back portion of 
the overcoat wore a regiment’s colour. 

By the late 18th and early 19th century, 
male civilians started to wear coats that 
copied the military overcoat with the 
skirts cut back to make it easier when 
horse riding and it became a fashion style 
known as the swallowtail or claw hammer.

 By 1850 men wore an evening dress 
that had evolved to tails that finished just 
below the knee with the front cut squarely 
away. The coat and trousers were made 
from black cloth and a shawl collar with 
silk facings completed the coat. A white 
starched waistcoat, butterfly collared shirt, 
studs and a white bow tie and white gloves 
completed the dress.

 By the late 19th century a new form of 
male evening dress appeared – the ‘dinner 
suit’ or ‘tuxedo’. British tailors claimed that 
Edward VII, when he was Prince of Wales 

became fed up with attending dinners in 
tails, noted the short jackets worn by mili-
tary officers in formal dress and designed 
the dinner suit! An American, a Mr Potter, 
asked the Prince what to wear in the 
evening and the Prince sent him to his 
tailor who made him a dinner suit. Mr 

Tails or a tailcoat is a coat that has 
the rear section or skirt cut away 
and historically was cut in this 

manner to make it easier when riding a 
horse. It can be traced back to the military 
in the 17th century. Although continental 
and British armies generally wore similar 
uniforms the interest is in English armies 
going back to Cromwell’s day. English 
armies wore red overcoats with a waistcoat 
(vest) underneath. By the 17th century, 
due to the coat tails getting in the way 
when loading and firing a musket, a centre 
vent was cut into the skirt of the overcoat 
to enable the skirt to be folded back. By 
the 18th century the folded back coat tails 
had become a permanent part of the sol-
dier dress.

By the 18th Century 
the folded back coat 

tails had become  
a permanent part  

of the soldier dress.

An 18th century men’s tailcoat
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A NEW SEMINAR

Back  
to the 
quarries 
A new style of seminar has recently been introduced by 
the United Supreme Grand Chapter and has attracted a 
considerable number of interested brethren.

The seminar underpins the true  
linkage of the Mark Degree to the Fellow 
Craft Degree. It also enhances the  
history of the Craft, its development and 
factual recordings of how the two  
systems ultimately were accepted by the 
United Grand Lodge in England in 
1813.

So far this year, two seminars have 
been held at Queanbeyan and New 
Lambton. A third seminar is listed to be 
held on 14 November at the Egyptian 
Room, Petersham in Sydney. The Task 
Force team plans to introduce further 
seminars throughout the jurisdiction to 
enable masons who may be disadvan-
taged by distance or any other reason to 
have the opportunity to attend these 
educational fact finding sessions.

The seminar is divided into four 
segments; the Mark Man, The 
Mark Master Degree, the Excellent 

Master and the Royal Arch Degrees. 
These papers, coupled with a question 
and answer segment, provide a much 
needed explanatory version of how the 
two systems of Craft and Royal Arch 
merge into one to furnish a pathway of 
masonic education which underscores 
their unity.

Since the Craft commenced working 
the Mark Man ceremony in the lodges, 
there has been a positive display of 
interest to seek the additional knowl-
edge of those other degrees which com-
plete the Capitular system. However, 
there has been little or no knowledge 
provided to those inquisitive minds as to 
how, when or where this information 
could be available.

Potter returned to the States, visited his 
tailor in Tuxedo Park, showed him his 
dinner suit and the tailor made up a 
number. Because it originated in Tuxedo it 
became the ‘tuxedo’ or ‘tux’. The American 
version is that a wealthy son of a tobacco 
millionaire designed the suit after attend-
ing a ball at the Tuxedo Park Club. Either 
way, the suit superseded tails except for 
State and other formal occasions.

 In the 19th century a coat was intro-
duced to take the place of the gentleman’s 
frock coat worn during the day at Court 
and formal events. Known as the morning 
coat, not to be confused with the coat 
worn by undertakers called the mourning 
coat, it was actually for men when riding. 
The coat is black, cut away from the front 
with the tails reaching below the knee, and 
generally has a single button fastening. 
When similar coloured trousers are worn 
the suit then is termed a morning suit. This 
suit has variations such as the ‘Ascot suit’, 
worn by men when attending the races at 
Royal Ascot. The Ascot suit is in grey 
material, a striped cravat, a grey vest and a 
grey top hat. During the early part of the 
20th century the morning coat complete 
with striped trousers was the business suit 
worn in the city of London and other 
world centres but it has been replaced by a 
dark business suit. It is still worn at civic 
functions, funerals and weddings.

The mess jacket or ‘Eton’ jacket was the 
dress for junior students at Britain’s elite 

private school Eton. It was 
adopted by the British army in 
India in the 19th century for 
semi-formal officer and senior 

NCO occasions such as mess 
dinners, as dress uni-

forms were expensive 
and uncomfortable 
during the hot season. 
There are two forms of 

mess dress, winter and 
summer. Winter mess 
dress is tailored from 
heavier and coloured 
cloth while the white 
Eton jacket is worn 
during the summer 
months.

Australian Masonic Supplies
Th e largest suppliers of Masonic Regalia in Australia

Shop online at: www.austmasonicsupplies.com.au
For personal service, call: 0417 822 864

Email: austmasonicsupplies@bigpond.com
Address: Unit 1/1 Woolcott Ave, Wahroonga, NSW 2076

10% Discount when you quote 
the number 1949 with your order

High quality at low prices. Package deals by request. 

Left and above: 
illustrations from an  

early 20th century  
catalogue showing 

styles of men’s dress.
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‘Freemasons for Dummies’ like 
other Dummies publications 
offers a crash course in explaining 

the mystery often held by non masons. 

Freemasons...
for dummies 

The book through its various parts 
includes: What is Freemasonry, The Inner 
Workings of Freemasonry, Freemasonry 
Today and Tomorrow. The nineteen chap-
ters cover Masonic Organisation, 
Ceremonies, the explanation of Masonic 
Symbols, and much more. 

Freemasons for Dummies apart from 
being an ideal vehicle for someone inter-
ested in Freemasonry, is also a publication 
every mason could have in their masonic 
library. 

The author Christopher Hodapp is a 33 
Degree Mason who has written a number 
of books about the Craft and is well expe-
rienced in a number of Masonic Orders.

By W BRO STEPHEN DALLYBOOK REVIEWS

Eureka:  
The unfinished revolution

‘Eureka’ covers the Governorship of 
Charles Joseph La’Trobe, an 
honest man who was completely 

out of his depth when governing a Wild 
West Town of 3,000 inhabitants. When 
gold was discovered at Ballarat, Latrobe 
had to deal with hundreds of miners 
streaming into the goldfield and two thirds 
of the town deserting their jobs for riches 

at the diggings. Victoria, desperate for 
funds, introduced a thirty shilling licence 
fee which was strictly enforced by the gold-
fields police, causing great unpopularity 
amongst the miners. La’Trobe was replaced 
by Governor Hotham who arrived with 
hopes of change amongst the miners only 
to find that conditions at the goldfields 
were unchanged. Events at the goldfields 
and many broken promises by the 
Victorian executive led to a Peoples Com-
mittee and talk of republicism and eventu-
ally the setting up of an armed stockade at 
the Eureka Field. Events came to a head 
and the stockade was attacked by English 
soldiers and police causing casualties on 
both sides. It is one of those books the 
reader just cannot put down.

Author Peter  
Fitzsimons tells the  
story of Eureka and  
the fledgling Colony  
of Victoria.

EUREKA – THE UNFINISHED REVOLUTION 

Author: Peter Fitzsimons 

Published: William Heinemann Australia

ISBN: 9780857981271 

Copies available from:  

This book is widely available from many  

retailers, with an RRP of $34.99

From the ‘Dummies’ 
stable comes an  
enlightening book 
that puts in plain 
words a layman’s 
curiosity about  
our Craft.

FREEMASONS FOR DUMMIES 

Author: Christopher Hodapp 

Published: John Wiley & Sons, Inc.

ISBN: 978-1-118-41208-4 

Copies available from:  

This book is widely available from many  

retailers for beteween $25–$40
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KIDNEY DISEASE

Beware the 
silent killer 
Did you know that approximately 1.7 million Australians  
are affected by kidney related disease? 

Additionally 56 Australians die 
every day with kidney related 
disease. 90% of kidney function 

can be lost without us experiencing any 
symptoms. Kidney related disease kills 
more people each year than breast cancer, 
prostate cancer and road accidents.

The three most common causes of this 
deadly disease are: diabetes, inflammation 
of the kidney and high blood pressure. 
Focusing on blood pressure can reduce 
the risk of chronic kidney disease.

One in five people over the age of  
18 years have high blood pressure and 
recent data demonstrated that 96% of 
adults do not know the link between high 
blood pressure and kidney disease. 

This information was stated at the 
launch in Canberra of 2015 Kidney Health 
Week in June 2015.

These are very alarming statistics. This 
disease is known as the ‘silent killer’ 
because its symptoms often go undetected 
until it is too late.

A speaker told of her treatment for high 
blood pressure over a period of 15 years. 
She was unaware of any other health prob-
lems. Over the years she gradually became 
unwell. After 15 years she was tested for 

kidney failure, which revealed that her 
kidneys were only 4% effective. The future 
for her did not look good but luckily she 
was able to receive a kidney transplant. She 
now leads a normal life. The cause of her 
kidney failure was attributed to high blood 
pressure.

 Blood pressure is something that we 
all accept but are generally unconcerned 
about. The speaker stated that if she had 
been diagnosed with kidney failure earlier 
then she could have received the appro-
priate treatment thus saving the need for 
a kidney transplant.

There are no apparent symptoms of 
kidney failure until the final stages.

However we can take measures to 
reduce the risk of kidney failure. Here are 
a few simple suggestions from Kidney 
Health Australia:
1. Monitor your kidney health. People 

with diabetes or high blood pressure 
are recommended to visit their doctor 
every year for a kidney health check 
(blood test, urine test, blood pressure). 
A kidney self-monitoring programis 
available from Amcol or Guardian 
pharmacies for people at increased 
risk of kidney disease.

By RW BRO R W BLOOMFIELD

2. Maintain a healthy body weight. Aim 
to be physically active for at least 30 
minutes every day. Eat a variety of 
nutritious foods and control your 
portions.

3. Manage your salt intake. A high salt 
diet can lead to a variety of health 
problems such as high blood pressure, 
obesity, kidney stones and stroke. 
Most of the salt that we eat is already 
in the food that we buy. Remove the 
saltshaker from the dinner table.

4. Make water your first choice. Drinks 
containing sugar may cause or worsen 
health related conditions and should 
be enjoyed in moderation.

 Not only will these simple steps  
help with kidney health but will maintain 
and improve our overall health. 

More information on may be obtained 
from www.kidney.org.au (information 
from Kidney Australia).

For details ring Peter Court  •  02 9284 2854 work  •  02 9892 2128 home  •  0423 707 383 mobile

DA NANG – HOI AN – NHA TRANG – DA LAT – MUI NE – 
HO CHI MINH CITY – CU CHI TUNNELS – MEKONG DELTA

Sunday 20 December 2015 to Sunday 2 January 2016

Le and Peter Court’s Christmas Tour of

Vietnam

14 day tour: $4,300 per person (high season)
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By VW BRO ALAN MITCHELL 

Who fired the 
FIrst shot? 
With Remembrance Day coming in November it is not commonly 
known that the first shot fired by the British Empire in World War I 
was not on the battlefields of Europe but on a windswept fort half 
a world away, south of Melbourne.

know that war had been declared that 
same morning and this message was being 
relayed to the gun batteries guarding the 
heads at Fort Nepean. Shortly after midday, 
an initial flag signal from Fort Nepean for 
the ship to stop went unheeded, because 
an Australian pilot aboard the ship, 
Captain Montgomery Robinson, whose 
job it was to guide all ships safely through 
the heads, did not see it.

At Fort Nepean, Gunner Purdue and 
his colleagues were ordered to man the six-
inch coastal artillery guns and fire a warn-
ing shot across the ship to halt it. It was a 
tricky job because if they fired too high or 
wide, they could have hit Swan Island and 
people on the other side of the bay.

 ‘They told us to engage. The tide was 
flowing very fast when we had the word to 
fire. I pressed the electrical trigger and 
saw it land with a splash in the water. The 
splash went right up over the bridge of the 
ship,’ Purdue recalled.

On the ship, pilot Robinson reacted to 
the shot by ordering the ship to halt. But 

he was immediately over-ruled by 
Captain Kuhlken who ordered 

full steam ahead in an attempt 
to escape. A scuffle broke 

out and one of the Germans pulled a gun 
on Robinson but he finally persuaded the 
German captain to stop.

‘The captain had to be manhandled by 
Robinson who told him it was no use  
or the next shot would be amidships,’ 
Purdue said.

As this drama was unfolding on the 
water, Purdue was preparing to take what 
might have been the fatal shot. ‘The last 
order we had was to stop her or sink her,’ 
he said but a second shot was not needed. 
Captain Robinson guided the ship to 
shore, beginning four long years in a 
prison camp for the German crew. Their 
war was over on the first day.

The Pfalz, which was carrying German 
consular officials and contraband, was 
captured and used as an Australian troop 
ship in the war and its crew were interned 
as prisoners of war. A small plaque at the 
Fort commemorates the shot and the first 
moments of the war. 

Sergeant Purdue, a career soldier, rose 
to the rank of Colonel and in 1944 was 
charged with inspecting the Common-
wealth’s munitions manufacturing, com-
manding more than 8,000 workers. He 
was awarded an OBE (Order of the British 
Empire) in 1952 and died in 1980 aged 90.

John Purdue was initiated in Cosmo-
politan Lodge No 96 on 17 December 
1913, affiliated with Moonee Ponds Lodge 
in 1926 where he became WM and also 
affiliated with The Army Lodge in 1945 and 
remained a member until his death.

Information on W Bro Purdue was 
compiled by VW Bro Alan Mitchell of  
The Army Lodge No 478 (Victoria) from 
extracts of news articles published in 1914.

A 24-year-old Australian soldier 
fired on the German merchant 
ship SS Pfalz which was attempt-

ing to flee Melbourne less than four hours 
after hostilities began. What is even less 
well-known is that the soldier who fired 
the shot was a Freemason.

Bro John Purdue, a sergeant with the 
army’s Royal Australian Garrison 
Artillery, was stationed at Fort Nepean on 
the Mornington Peninsula. At 12:45pm 
on 5 August 1914, he was ordered to fire 
on the Plfaz to stop it escaping from Port 
Phillip Bay into the open sea. From his 
gun emplacement and with support from 
his team, he blasted a shell across its bow.

Australia’s war began when SS Pfalz,  
a German freighter, departed Melbourne 
Port at 9am, less than two hours before 
Britain’s war. The Pfalz captain, Wilhelm 
Kuhlken, knew that war was likely any 
day and he had delayed departure by one 
night so that his men could load enough 
coal to power them to South America 
rather than to their original destination of 
Sydney.

But as they steamed towards the 
heads and freedom, they did not 

AN HISTORIC SHOT
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W Bro Dr Ben Gelin, the WM of 
Lodge Central Tablelands, always 

believed he was cut out to do well in his 
local community at Bathurst and he now 
has the proof to go with his belief.

As part of Bathurst’s 200th anniversary 
celebrations, 200 living members of Bath-
urst were selected as Living Legends fol-
lowing the Regional Council‘s call for 
nominations from across the community.

The project was to highlight people who 
have and are still contributing to the life of 
the community and W Bro Gelin was one 
of those chosen. He joins two other 
masons, RW Bro Alex Bedwell OAM and 
VW Bro Jeff Cox, to receive this honour.

In addition, W Bro Gelin became one 
of the 200 figures in the Peoplescape dis-
play in front of Bathurst’s Courthouse 
after being nominated by members at the 
Bathurst Seymour Centre, a respite for 
disabled and elderly with whom he has 
been working for more than 20 years.

The Centre group received a life size 
cut-out figure which they decorated to 
reflect their views of Bro Gelin, who said: 

Lodge CentraL tabLeLands no 1043

A Bathurst peoplescape

‘It is a joyous figure and I was thrilled 
beyond words to be introduced to it.’

The Regional Council also plans to 
plant 200 trees as part of the celebrations.

In the last issue, it was announced that 
Hornsby and Kuring-gai Masonic 

Association had won the Group Com-
munity Award for outstanding contribu-
tion to the local community through 
charity donations.

Further information has been received 
on these donations especially the $6,200 
to the Myoboy Machine. A corrected total 
has now been given in which HAKMA ‘s 
contribution was $1,000 and the balance 
was made up of $4,200 from the Lions and 
$500 each from two members of Lodge 
Brundah Endeavour. 

Every person and organisation involved 
is to be congratulated on their support for 
charity and the local community.

Lodge brundah endeavour no 429

HAKMA 
donations

Lodge Woronora’s installation on 27 
April was exceptional for a number of 

reasons.
The Oatley Masonic Centre was filled 

with over 160 brethren. The ritual was an 
absolute joy. But what will, perhaps, live in 

the memory were the ten Entered 
Apprentices in the NE. It was a pleasure to 
behold and that was clearly  reflected in 
the smile of RW Bro Leon Aroustian 
PAGM, the representative of the Grand 
Master.

Lodge Woronora no 414

Lodge Woronora  

Lodge  
Advertising
Freemason is extending a special offer to 
lodges to advertise in our Regional notice 
board column.

Many lodges worry about the absence of 
members and visitors but rarely think of 
using advertisements to let people know 
what the lodge has planned.

In an effort to assist attendance, we  
are offering four advertisements per year 
(one in each issue), all for just $50, where 
lodges can detail coming meetings, func- 
tions or special events.

For further information, contact Simon 
Pierce at (02) 4344 5133.



Life is a journey

New research from Whiddon looks into the causes and impacts of 
loneliness and social isolation among older Australians and reveals 
that more than 1.4 million people aged 65 and over (45% of this 
population group) experience loneliness in their lives, compared to 
just 10% of the general population. The research also shows that as 
many as 415,000 older Australians want more social contact, with 
71% stating that they want more interaction with their community.

The research highlights that community connection is even  
more crucial for those aged over 65 who are living on their own, 
representing 924,000 people in Australia. A large proportion of this 
group experience little to no social interaction, one in four only receive 
a visitor fortnightly to monthly and 14% even less often than that. 
This includes 30,000 older people who rarely or never receive 
company in their homes. A further 108,000 of all respondents find  
it difficult to get out and about in the community. 

Karn Nelson, Executive General Manager Strategy and Research, 
Whiddon, said, ‘Fostering close connections within community and 
maintaining social interaction, interests and activities is absolutely 
essential to the wellbeing of older Australians, for both physical and 
mental health reasons. Several studies have shown links between 
loneliness and social isolation and ill health, in particular the 
development of cognitive decline, depression and cardiovascular 
disease.’

Connection to community 
vital to wellbeing of older  
Australians

whiddon.com.au visit our website or call 1300 738 388

The health and wellbeing implications for the elderly in Australia is a 
hidden and growing social issue. The number of people in Australia 
aged 65 years and over is projected to exceed the number of children 
aged 0–14 years for the first time ever around the year 2025. 

Karn continues, ‘Whilst it’s true that many older Australians are happy 
with the amount of social contact they have, the number who are 
not is still worryingly high. To combat this it is crucial to provide older 
people with the opportunities and support needed to access social 
activities, interest and community groups. We also need to raise 
awareness about the huge difference that small and regular gestures 
of kindness and social inclusion can make to the lives of those who 
are isolated.’

‘We know that we risk having to deal with massive health and well- 
being implications nationwide if we don’t find solutions to keeping 
our older people connected to their communities. Preventing social 
isolation is vital and there are little things we can do that can make  
a huge difference to older people in our communities. At Whiddon, 
we have seen our clients’ quality of life improve significantly when we 
build in and create opportunities for regular outings and social 
activities to their weekly schedule. We also offer broad Creative 
Ageing activities and projects to help our clients engage with others, 
express themselves and feel included.’

‘It’s important for everyone to realise that strong communities where 
everyone is valued and included are healthy communities – not just 
for older people but for everyone. Loneliness affects many people’s 
health in our communities today and solving this issue will benefit  
us all.’

Support our social inclusion  
programs and trials

Whiddon are currently trialling and developing 
a number of programs to help older people stay 
connected and reduce the impact of loneliness 
and social isolation. These programs include 
HenPower (a community program based around 
keeping chooks), Vintage Bites (a program that 
brings older people together around food, food 
culture, traditions and cooking) and Cognitive 
Stimulation Therapy (a creative ageing therapy 
based on social interactions for people with mild 
to moderate dementia). 

As a not-for-profit organisation, Whiddon relies on 
support and contributions from our communities 
to trial and run these programs. 

For more information or to donate, please visit 
www.whiddon.com.au or phone 02 9827 6631.

HenPower is just one of the social programs being developed.  Photo by Equal Arts UK
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Life is a journey

New research from Whiddon looks into the causes and impacts of 
loneliness and social isolation among older Australians and reveals 
that more than 1.4 million people aged 65 and over (45% of this 
population group) experience loneliness in their lives, compared to 
just 10% of the general population. The research also shows that as 
many as 415,000 older Australians want more social contact, with 
71% stating that they want more interaction with their community.
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more crucial for those aged over 65 who are living on their own, 
representing 924,000 people in Australia. A large proportion of this 
group experience little to no social interaction, one in four only receive 
a visitor fortnightly to monthly and 14% even less often than that. 
This includes 30,000 older people who rarely or never receive 
company in their homes. A further 108,000 of all respondents find  
it difficult to get out and about in the community. 

Karn Nelson, Executive General Manager Strategy and Research, 
Whiddon, said, ‘Fostering close connections within community and 
maintaining social interaction, interests and activities is absolutely 
essential to the wellbeing of older Australians, for both physical and 
mental health reasons. Several studies have shown links between 
loneliness and social isolation and ill health, in particular the 
development of cognitive decline, depression and cardiovascular 
disease.’

Connection to community 
vital to wellbeing of older  
Australians

whiddon.com.au visit our website or call 1300 738 388

The health and wellbeing implications for the elderly in Australia is a 
hidden and growing social issue. The number of people in Australia 
aged 65 years and over is projected to exceed the number of children 
aged 0–14 years for the first time ever around the year 2025. 

Karn continues, ‘Whilst it’s true that many older Australians are happy 
with the amount of social contact they have, the number who are 
not is still worryingly high. To combat this it is crucial to provide older 
people with the opportunities and support needed to access social 
activities, interest and community groups. We also need to raise 
awareness about the huge difference that small and regular gestures 
of kindness and social inclusion can make to the lives of those who 
are isolated.’

‘We know that we risk having to deal with massive health and well- 
being implications nationwide if we don’t find solutions to keeping 
our older people connected to their communities. Preventing social 
isolation is vital and there are little things we can do that can make  
a huge difference to older people in our communities. At Whiddon, 
we have seen our clients’ quality of life improve significantly when we 
build in and create opportunities for regular outings and social 
activities to their weekly schedule. We also offer broad Creative 
Ageing activities and projects to help our clients engage with others, 
express themselves and feel included.’

‘It’s important for everyone to realise that strong communities where 
everyone is valued and included are healthy communities – not just 
for older people but for everyone. Loneliness affects many people’s 
health in our communities today and solving this issue will benefit  
us all.’

Support our social inclusion  
programs and trials

Whiddon are currently trialling and developing 
a number of programs to help older people stay 
connected and reduce the impact of loneliness 
and social isolation. These programs include 
HenPower (a community program based around 
keeping chooks), Vintage Bites (a program that 
brings older people together around food, food 
culture, traditions and cooking) and Cognitive 
Stimulation Therapy (a creative ageing therapy 
based on social interactions for people with mild 
to moderate dementia). 

As a not-for-profit organisation, Whiddon relies on 
support and contributions from our communities 
to trial and run these programs. 

For more information or to donate, please visit 
www.whiddon.com.au or phone 02 9827 6631.

HenPower is just one of the social programs being developed.  Photo by Equal Arts UK

Lodge eLtham no 272

Weighing wheelchair 
presentation 
In February, members of the Lismore 

Masonic Association led by the 
Worshipful Master of Lodge Eltham,  
W Bro Graeme Forrest-Brown, presented 
On Focus, a disability service provider 
based in Casino that provides service 
across the Northern Rivers and New 
England, with a Wedder–burn wheelchair 
scale. 

This donation came about through the 
combined efforts of the Lismore Masonic 
Association and Masonicare, who raised 
monies totalling $2,000 for the purchase 
of the equipment. 

CEO of On Focus, Fiona Miller, said, 
‘This generous donation will assist On 
Focus in the care and support that we 
provide our clients, especially in monitor-
ing people’s health. Previously clients had 
to attend the hospital to use their weigh-
ing equipment, with the donation of these 
wheelchair scales this simple task that 

many of us take for granted can now be 
done in the privacy of client’s homes.

‘We are very grateful to Masonicare 
and these gentlemen for their generous 
commitment to our community.’

Attending the presentation with W Bro 
Graeme Forrest-Brown, were brethren 
from Lodge Dunoon No 436, and Lodge 
Eltham.

The Manager of On Focus testing the 
weighing wheelchair

Lodge nowra unity no 60

Still  
active  
at 102 
At the June installation of Lodge 

Nowra Unity 60, there was an inspi-
rational event when the new WM Bro 
John Hall was placed in the chair.

The inspirational part was that the 
third working tools were delivered to per-
fection by none other than ‘The Survivor’ 
W Bro Joe Miller at 102 years of age.

Joe is always speaking about Masonry 
and how the ritual should contain feelings 
and emotions, all of which Bro Miller con-
veyed in his delivery.

Truly one of the Old Masters.

On Saturday 20 June, Bro Keith Sol-
omon celebrated his 100th birthday. 

At a function held in his honour at the 
Barrier Social Democratic Club, family 
and friends gathered to congratulate and 
honour a man well respected and admired 
in the Broken Hill community. 

Although the ravages of time have now 
meant that Keith has to live in assisted 
accommodation, he is still ‘as sharp as a 
tack,’ and a great conversationalist. 

Keith, who still takes a keen interest in 
the happenings of the lodge, was initiated 
into the Craft on 14 September 1949, and 
was ‘thoroughly chuffed’ to have the 
Worshipful Master of Lodge Silver City, 
RW Bro Andrew Collins present a letter of 
congratulations on behalf of the Most 
Worshipful Grand Master.

Keith raises his bat to an admiring crowd in 
celebration of a wonderful achievement. 

Lodge siLver City no 141

Keith gets 
his Ton

austraLia and new ZeaLand  
masoniC researCh CounCiL

Looking 
for number 
seven
In the world of masonic research, one of 

the most respected post-nominals  
is that of ‘KL’.

It denotes that the bearer is/has been a 
Kellerman Lecturer, an honour awarded 
by the Australia and New Zealand 
Masonic Research Council (ANZMRC).

Named after the late Bro Harry 
Kellerman, this appellation is given to the 
author of the best masonic research paper 
submitted in a peer-reviewed competition 
held every two years.

In this jurisdiction there are currently 
six active KLs.w

And we’re looking for the seventh...
No financial reward – just glory!
Further details can be sought from this 

jurisdiction’s representative on the 
ANZMRC, Bro Neil Wynes Morse, at 
morse@netspeed.com.au.
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Lodge Katoomba no 118

Lodge Katoomba’s last meeting 
It was a sad and cold July night for 

members and visitors to Lodge Kat-
oomba when they gathered for the last 
meeting of the lodge in the Katoomba 
Masonic Centre.

The WM, W Bro Max Amos, wel-
comed visitors from surrounding districts 
including a strong fraternal from Lodge 
Blue Mountains Unity No 279 before the 
entry of the DGIW, VW Bro Geoff Finall. 
The Freedom of the Lodge was handed by 
the WM to RW Bro Tony Traynor who 
first gave recognition to the late  VW Bro 
H C Doggett and also to RW Bro Bill 
McBey for information gathered over the 
years. He then gave an interesting address 
on the history of Lodge Katoomba which 
was originally known as Lodge Mount 
Victoria No 817 English Constitution with 

VW Bo Traynor proposes the last toast to 
Lodge Katoomba.

special reference to the original VSL and 
ballot box which are still in use. After the 
Address, several presentations were made 
by the WM for services over the years 
including a Certificate of Appreciation  to 
W Bro Les Charalampides as auditor, RW 
Bro Traynor as treasurer and RW Bro 
McBey as secretary. He specially men-
tioned their untiring work  to help in the 
consolidation with Lodge Blue Mountains 
Unity which meets in Lawson. The DGIW 
presented Bro Len Fallon with his Master 
Mason’s Certificate before the lodge 
retired to the Festive Board to enjoy hot 
soup and meat pies topped off with  tasty 
sweets prepared by RW Bro Traynor, who 
ended the meeting with an emotional 
toast to Lodge Katoomba which was 
appreciated by all in attendance.

A Sunday outing arranged by RW Bro 
Hodder and VW Bro Parsons for 

Freemasons and partners of District 18 to 
get away from ritual work proved a happy 
day.

The party of 24, including the WMs of 
Lodge Armidale No 641 and Lodge of 
Peace No 120 in Uralla met at Walcha and 
travelled via the Oxley Highway for 

morning tea at the Rushbrook Trig Station 
which was established in the 1800s. After 
a visit to the two acre Rushbrook Gardens 
and a guided tour by owner Mrs Robyn 
Lyons, they travelled to Apsley Falls for a 
barbecue lunch.

It was agreed that a great day of fellow-
ship was enjoyed by all with suggestions 
to arrange another day soon.

District 18

From labour to 
refreshment

Masons and their partners enjoying a day away from ritual work.

Lodge nepean no 29

Early 
Christmas 
at Nepean  

More than 50 members, family and 
friends enjoyed Lodge Nepean’s 

Christmas in July meeting at Orchard Hills.
A huge Christmas tree, courtesy of the 

WM, VW Bro Tom Bell, decorations, Santa 
Claus and a sumptuous banquet from ‘a pig 
on the spit’ with Christmas pudding and 
custard, made for a great evening.

After presents for all of the children, the 
Regional Masonicare Manager for Region 
2, RW Bro Griffiths, presented several 
brethren with a ‘Thank You’ lapel badge for 
their assistance at the recent Charity Fund 
Raising Barbecue at Bella Vista.



SEPTEMBER 2015  FREEMASON 41

REGIONAL ROUNDUPMASONIC NEWS FROM NSW & ACT

L–R: W Bro Vic Bocioc, RW Bro Haffner, VW Bro Tescaru  Photo courtesy of Michael Pajo

Bro Victor Bocioc stepped up to the 
chair in May to be installed as the 

WM of The Lodge of Tranquility, in the 
presence of a large number of brethren 
and visitors at the Bondi Masonic Centre.

It was the 140th Installation of the 
lodge which had its original Charter 
issued in 1875 and signed by the then 
Grand Master of the UGLE, Edward 
Prince of Wales, later to become King 
Edward VII of England.

On the WM pulpit was an old VSL, 
used at the consecration of the lodge with 
special old jewels handed to the WM and 
IPM according to tradition.

In recent times, there has been a healthy 
increase in lodge members, especially 

Lodge of tranquiLity no 42 

A tranquil 
night for 
Victor

younger brethren, through the successful 
endeavours of stalwarts VW Bro Peter 
Herman and VW Bro Ray Leonzini. 

A highlight of the night occurred when 
RW Bro Joseph Haffner PDGM, the 
Grand Master’s representative, made a 
special presentation to the new WM, W 

Bro Bocioc and the DC, VW Bro Octavian 
Tescaru DGIW. Each received the distinc-
tion of being awarded Honorary 
Membership of the Romanian Grand 
Lodge under a special directive issued by 
the Grand Master of the National Grand 
Lodge of Romania.

Olga Domnikova and W Bro Stephen Lidbetter Lodge Chelmsford No 261 – Olga is the 4th 
recipient of the Lodge Chelmsford Police and Justice Scholarship Award, an amount of $3,000  
to assist in her studies.

Revenue from advertising placed  
in your Freemason magazine helps 
offset production and distribution 
costs, enabling the magazine to 
reach a wide masonic and non- 
masonic audience.

Advertisement sizes range from a 
few centimetres to full pages, with 
discounts for multi-edition insertions.

See our Ratecard for full details. 
Artwork is prepared free of charge 
with a full colour proof being 
provided for your approval. 

Please contact APM Graphics at  
freemason@apmgraphics.com.au  
or call 02 4344 5133 to discuss 
advertising or to receive a copy  
of the Ratecard.
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The Coffs Coast Freemasons Assoc-
iation is continuing its support for 

the Coffs Coast and Clarence CanDo 
Cancer Trust.

Members of the CCFA have assisted 
with raffle sales, a sponsored swim and 
Music in the Gardens, a musical extrava-
ganza held at the Coffs Harbour Botanic 
Gardens, organised by RW Bro Norm 
Standing. These events have raised a total 
of $15,000. 

‘We have a small but highly committed 
team of masons and their wives who are 
always willing to help and make these 

Coffs Coast freemasons assoCiation 

More cash from Coffs
events the success that they are. The CCFA 
are Gold Sponsors of the Trust and raise 
much needed funds,’ said RW Bro Standing. 
‘We are also grateful for the contribution 
made by Masonicare through an Inter-
action Grant of $15,000. All money raised 
goes directly to assist patients and their 
families attending the North Coast Cancer 
Institute.’

RW Bro Andrew Fraser MP PAGM 
presented a cheque from Masonicare to 
CanDo Cancer Trust Chairperson Ms 
Julie Jardine who expressed thanks for the 
help to the local community.

the maroubra Lodge no 725

Triple treat for Maroubra 

It was triple treat time for The Maroubra 
Lodge at its July meeting at Kensington  

with two presentations and Bro Andy 
Wilkinson from Lodge Kensington as a 
competent Second degree candidate.

Both presentations were made by RW 
Bro John Sunman, the long-standing DC 
of the lodge, with the first being a Re- 
Installed Master’s certificate to W Bro Ken 
Reid to recognise his second year in suc-
cession at the helm of The Maroubra.

The second was to W Bro Jim William-
son, the only remaining foundation 
member of the lodge, to acknowledge and 

L–R: W Bro Ken Reid, W Bro Jim Williamson, 
RW Bro John Sunman

celebrate his 70 years as a mason. RW Bro 
Sunman detailed the masonic history of 
the Williamson family before presenting a 
special badge and certificate and then 
having a letter read out from the Grand 
Master. W Bro Williamson had been WM 
of the lodge in 1954 and spent many years 
as Chaplain before stepping down. He 
thanked the members and said his time in 
Freemasonry and the lodge had been an 
honour and a privilege.

History was made in June in Canberra 
Chapter No 52 Order of the Eastern 

Star when the Chapter celebrated their 
85th birthday, with many members travel-
ling from across Australia to join the 
celebrations.

Turning 85 is special enough, but in 
addition, a number of members were pre-
sented with their 50 Year certificates 
during the year. At the birthday meeting, 
three of those members were personally 
acknowledged for their service by the 
Most Worthy Grand Matron, Sister 
Sandra Davis (Vic) and Most Worthy 
Grand Patron, Brother George Taylor 
(Tas) of the United Grand Chapter of 
Australia. The Order of the Eastern Star 
has a new website www.oesaustralia.org.
au and all inquiries are welcome.

OEs canbErra chaptEr nO 52 

Many 
happy 
returns

RW Bro Graham Berry OAM has once 
again taken control of Lodge King-

sford Smith 1028 when he was Installed as 
WM at Kensington in June.

It was the fourth occasion as WM for 
Graham and the meeting was well sup-
ported by members from District lodges 
in the presence of the Grand Secretary, 
RW Bro Kevin McGlinn PDGM.

The ceremony was well conducted with 
Master Masons delivering charges and 
taking progressive office.

Lodge Kingsford smith no 1028

Graham  
flies again
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On the evening of Saturday 20 June, 
Lodge Pambula Daylight, held a 

unique meeting. In its 27 year history it 
had never had the opportunity to initiate 
two candidates together. 

It was also eleven years since the lodge 
initiated anyone. So when the opportunity 
presented itself to bring two prospective 
members into the Craft, the lodge decided 
to make the ceremony one which marked 

Lodge pambuLa dayLight no 1000

A double for Lodge 
Pambula Daylight

the occasion and one that the candidates 
would remember for a long time to come.

To this end it was decided to ask the 
Grand Master if he would either like to 
attend or to appoint a representative. 
Accordingly, RW Bro Allan Brown PAGM, 
was appointed to represent the Grand 
Master, and VW Bro Kit Lee was app-
ointed to act as Grand Director of 
Cermonies for the Grand Delegation.

Thirty six brethren attended the meet-
ing, including the Masters and brethren of 
Bairnsdale Daylight Lodge, Victoria; 
Lodge Coeur de Lion – Narooma No 84; 
Lodge Bega Remembrance No 220; The 
Mountain Lodge No 190, Bombala, and 
Lodge Cooma Monaro No 164 with the 
District Grand Inspector of Workings, 
VW Bro Neil Dawson.

The candidates, now Bro Larry Farrell 
and Bro Munro Jones, were exemplary 
and enjoyed the ceremony immensely. 
Unfortunately for the lodge, these breth-
ren will be returning to Sydney, as they are 
only in the Bega area temporarily, but 
whichever lodge they decide to join in 
Sydney will be acquiring two keen 
members.

The two candidates and many visiting brethren at Lodge Pambula Daylight No 1000

Back L–R: Bill Rae, Terry Gunton, Nick Mainey, Aaron Thompson 
Front L–R: Robin Dawes, Wilson Tebbutt, Phillip Fisher, David Hutchinson, Shane Hillman

Lodge paCifiC no 298

Lodge 
Pacific  
On Wednesday night, 20 May the 

100th Master of Lodge Pacific was 
installed at the Boyd Street Masonic 
Centre in Tweed Heads and there followed 
a celebratory banquet for around 70 
masons and their wives/partners to mark 
this important centenary milestone for 
Masonry on the Lower Tweed. 

Lodge Pacific began its existence in 
1915, the meetings that year being held in 
the old Presbyterian Church Hall. The 
temple in Boyd Street opened a year later 
as a single storey building. Meetings then 
were held near to a full moon to make 
travel by horse or boat easier at night.

The building was listed to become a 
two storey structure in the 1950s creating 
space for the hall below, and the actual 
lodge room was extended to its present 
size in 1976.

Further major improvements were 
made last year and the present Masonic 
Centre must now rank as one of the best 
in country New South Wales and is home 
to several lodges.

The new Master is W Bro Phillip Fisher 
and he was installed by W Bro Wilson 

Tebbutt. The MW Grand Master was rep-
resented by RW Bro Keith Castle OAM 
from Lodge Cavanbah in Byron Bay and 
he was supported by a splendid turnout of 
Grand Lodge officers who added colour 
and ceremony to the evening.
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Freemason Welcomes New Members To The Craft
Name Lodge Name Lodge Name
ALI, Adel Lodge Blacktown Kildare 393

ARMSTRONG, Ben Lodge Nowra Unity 60

AWAD, Harry Lodge Sir Joseph Banks 300

BANNISTER, Brodie Lodge City of Newcastle 1035

BAZZI, Danny Lodge Sir Joseph Banks 300

BEARE, Peter Lodge Fire Brigades 940

BECK, Kevin Australian Lodge of Fidelity 101

BERRO, Youssef Lodge Panania 845

BIASI, Tony Lodge Warringah 83

BOONHAM, Jason The Hills Lodge 1025

BOSTOCK, Warren Lodge Independent Lewis 592

BREUST, Adam Lodge Temora 168

BUCHANAN, Will The Central Coast Lodge 2001

BUDAK, Ozkan Lodge Hurlstone Park United 288

CARR, Peter Lodge Horace Thompson Ryde 134

CHAVASSE, Chevy Lodge Capitol 612

COSKUN, Ethem The St. George Lodge 328

COWAN, Jason Lodge Picton 258

CRUMP, Steven Lodge Hunter Hiram 246

CRUZ, Ronwald The Builders Lodge 1048

DIBB, Steve The Builders Lodge 1048

EL CHAMMAS, Fred Lodge Panania 845

ELLINGTON, Ray Lodge Sawtell Twilight 741

ELSKAF, Ahmed Lodge Sir Joseph Banks 300

FARRELL, Laurence Lodge Pambula Daylight 1000

FREER, Martin Lodge Sutherland 585

GAWLOWSKI, Slawek Lodge West Epping 731

GEORGE, Robert Lodge Dubbo 906

GEORGE, Ross Lodge Young Burrangong 20

GILL, Des Lodge Lake Macquarie 243

GUZMAN, Jojie Lodge Hornsby 262

GUZMAN, Jose Lodge Hornsby 262

HALLS, Chris Coeur De Lion – Narooma 84

HARRISON-ATKINSON, Ben Lodge Fitzroy 248

HARTCHER, Joel Lodge Enterprise 400

HAYES, Simon Lodge Sir Joseph Banks 300

HEZARI, Alex Lodge Baulkham Hills 958

HICKS, Mark Lodge Nepean 29

HILL, Graham Lodge Federal United 193

HUTCHINGS, Bruin Lodge Armidale 641

INCE, Phil Lodge Gloucester 291

JOHNSON, Gavin The Central Coast Lodge 2001

JONES, Munro Lodge Pambula Daylight 1000

JOUMA, Moey The Queen’s Lodge 229

KEEGAN, Brett Lodge Gymea 796

KELLY, Michael Lodge Cooma Monaro 164

KENNEDY, Adam The Leichhardt Lodge 133

KUJUS, Tony Coeur De Lion – Narooma 84

LACOMBE, Loic Lodge Warringah 83

LADLAD, Jonathan Lodge Ethos 963

LEKOSKI, Steven Lodge Aviation 688

LI, Lei The Lodge of Australia 3

LLANOS, Audwin The Hawkesbury  
 Heritage Lodge 150

LOWE, Adam Lodge St James 45

MARRIOTT, Colin The Glen Innes Lodge 44

MAWBEY, John Lodge Temora 168

McGOLDRICK, Julian Lodge Wyvern 813

McLOUGHLAN, Daniel Lodge Independent  
 Lewis 592

MEDCALF, Robert Lodge Condobolin 185

MILANOVIC, Adam Lodge St James 45

MITREVSKI, Nicholas Lodge Sylvania 853 
 Lodge of Excellence

MURPHY, Edward The Hawkesbury  
 Heritage Lodge 150

NAIKE, George Lodge Wahroonga 674

NICOLAS, Nick Lodge Brundah Endeavour 429

OBEID, Rony Lodge St David and St John 180

PAPADOPOOLOS, Dimitri Lodge Aviation 688

POTTER, Tyrone Lodge Artarmon United 285

PYE, Brendan Lodge Wyong Tuggerah Lakes 247

RATTERY, Mick Lodge Corrective Services 1039

REINHARD, Adam Lodge Wagga Wagga 22

REX, Jordan Lodge Namoi 207

ROCKELL, Matt Lodge Wyvern 813

ROYAL, Jarrod Forster Great Lakes United 994

SABADOS, George Lodge Army and Navy 517

SAREZ, Marvin Lodge Germania 1036

SATRIO, Aryo Lodge Chelmsford 261

SHARMA, Parix Lodge Germania 1036

SHEA, Glen The Goulburn Lodge of Australia 58

SMITH, Barry Lodge Cowper 295

SMITH, Smithy Lodge Urara 469

SMITH, Aaron Lodge Cavanbah 231

STEEL, Craig Lodge Wyaldra 238

SUTHERLAND, Peter The Queen’s Lodge 229

SUZOR, David Lodge Livingstone 71

THOMPSON, Brad Lodge Tweed United 136

TRAD, Joseph Lodge Sir Joseph Banks 300

UEBERGANG, Neil Lodge Macquarie 53

UM, Darin Lodge Camden 217

VADILYEV, Alexander Lodge Gowrie of Canberra 715

WALES, Bob Lodge St Andrews 281

WINTER, Kurt The Queen’s Lodge 229

XUAN, Fredy The United Lodge of Sydney 11

Santa Claus has the right idea. Visit people 
only once a year. 

– Victor Borge 
By all means, marry. If you get a good wife, 

you’ll become happy; if you get a bad one, 

you’ll become a philosopher. 
– Socrates 

I was married by a judge. I should have asked 

for a jury. 
– Groucho Marx 

My wife has a slight impediment in her speech. 
Every now and then she stops to breathe. 

– Jimmy Durante 

I have never hated a man enough to give his 
diamonds back. 

– Zsa Zsa Gabor 

Money can’t buy you happiness... but it does 
bring you a more pleasant form of misery. 

– Spike Milligan 

Until I was thirteen, I thought my name was 
SHUT UP . 

– Joe Namath 

I never drink water because of the disgusting 

things that fish do in it. 
– W. C. Fields 

Maybe it’s true that life begins at fifty.  
But everything else starts to wear out, fall 
out, or spread out. 

– Phyllis Diller 

Be careful about reading health books.  

You may die of a misprint. 
– Mark Twain 

MORE FUNNY SAYINGS

The secret of a good sermon is to have a good 

beginning and a good ending; and to have the 

two as close together as possible. 
– George Burns 



CROSSWORD

ACROSS 
1 Commonality of some railway carriages and their 

lines (8)

5 Plain one of 12 across

8 See 12 across

9 Way out for example with reference to steam ships 
(6)

12, 8 & 14  Classical Greek in capitals (4, 5, 6, 2, 12)

13 Fluted style of 12 across

14 See 12 across

18 Slightly changed documents from mad dense 
characters (7, 5)

21 Like 13 across but with spiral scrolls

23 Riot arose from misuse of private prayer rooms (9)

24 Dexterous deceptiveness falls short in a toboggan (6)

25 Polite cultured fellow from East Timor is quite 
conscientious (8)

26 A sorry display for a counter (6)

27 Measure of electric current used per a game played 
out (8)

DOWN 
1 Uses expressions of scorn and eats quickly and 

greedily (6)

2 Some friend I’ve known concealed a salad vegetable (6)

3 Joined red parent dancing (9)

4 To the horrible old man a little is missing to form a 
six faced prism (12)

6 Splurged too much to egg on like this (5)

7  It’s not in such fertile characters to be so happy and 
pleasant (8)

10 We are not this type of society, but we keep some 
things this way (6)

11 Monastic lies expose excessive concern for one 
section to the detriment of the whole (12)

15 Inclusive of most features of the others in 12 across (9)

16 Customs associated with monastic apparel (6)

17 Ken’s seen to have a quality of a chisel (8)

19 CIA men get upset at the pictures (6)

20 Testes inflamed by the fly that carries sleeping 
sickness (6)
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If you would like to sponsor the 
Magazine through placement of an 
advertisement, contact APM Graphics 
Management on 1800 806 930 or 
email freemason@apmgraphics.com.au

Thank you
to all our sponsors both 
individual and corporate who, 
through the placement of 
advertising, have helped to 
make this edition possible.

 q Australian Masonic Supplies 33

 q Barrack & York Lawyers 6

 q Blashki & Sons 11

 q Cool Cuts Men’s Hair Studio 31

 q Frank Whiddon Masonic Homes of NSW 38

 q Magnamail insert

 q Northbridge-Cammeray Masonic Hall 9

 q NSW Police Masonic Lodge 47

 q Peter Court 35

 q Rembrandt 15

 q Royal Freemasons’ Benevolent  
Institution of NSW 47

 q Terry McCallum Photography 29

 q The Happy Masons Shop 5

Aims of the Freemason magazine

q To uphold and promote those values, morals 
and virtues which Freemasonry believes are 
universal and enduring.

q To foster a better understanding of  
Free masonry within the general community.

q To provide a forum for discussion on masonic 
issues.

q To publicise the charitable works of  
Free masonry.

q To provide articles of interest and education 
and to disseminate masonic news and views.

q To recognise masons who make significant 
contributions to the Craft and the wider  
community.
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So what’s the attraction? A ball, a club 
to hit it with, a walk over some 
pleasant scenery and then knock the 

ball into a little hole.

Occasional success breeds the faint 
hope of a repetition and there is joy in the 
world if the ball goes exactly where you 
want it.

Golf has its own language. Some of the 
points are:

Driver
The difference between learning to drive a 
car and learning to play golf, is that when 
you learn to play golf you don’t hit 
anything.

The stroke
Hold the club, keep left arm straight, knees 
bent, head down, bottom still, head over 
ball, relax as you aim at the ball, swing 
club, sway right and left, watch the ball. Do 
this all at the same time and repeat several 
times until you actually hit it.

The green
An inviting piece of grass that contains 
the hole, the size of which is Scotland’s 
revenge on the rest of the world.

The putter
An infuriating club for hitting 

the ball into the hole. There 
are special directions 

The  
rules  
of golf 
And on the seventh day,  
God said let there be anger,  
frustration and irritation...  
and God created golf.

on how to stand for your fifth and sixth 
putts. In Africa, certain native tribes prac-
tice the strange custom of beating the 
ground with clubs and uttering wild blood 
curdling yells. Anthropologists call this a 
form of primitive expression. Golfers call 
it putting.

Caddy
A cynical helper who considers golf as a 
sport in which a little white ball is chased 
by men who are too old to chase anything 
else.

Playing through
If you are struck by lightning, it indicates 
that God wants to play through.

Other points to 
remember:
•  Never try to keep more than 300 sepa-

rate thoughts in your mind during 
your swing.

•  Everyone replaces his/her divot after a 
perfect approach shot.

•  You can hit a two acre fairway ten per-
cent of the time and a two inch branch 
90 percent of the time.

•  The shortest distance between any two 
points on a golf course is a straight line 
that passes directly through the centre 
of a very large tree.
Have a happy day!

SERVICE CERTIFICATES CONGRATULATIONS

70 Years Service

DUNLOP, David Lodge Gowrie of Canberra 715

MILLER, Angus Lodge Broughton 131

SWIFT, Robert Lodge Commonwealth  
 of Australia 633

WILLIAMSON, James Lodge Maroubra 725

60 Years Service

BLACKMORE, Thomas Lodge Nowra Unity 60

BOOM, Thomas Lodge Queanbeyan St Andrew 56

BURGE, James Lodge Leura 50

CLARKSON, Edward Lodge Woronora 414

DANIELL, John Lodge Fitzroy 248

ELLERY, John Lodge Tomaree 878

GARGETT, Bruce Lodge Concord Technology 432

HUME, Leonard Lodge Perfect of Canberra 951

MCKENZIE, Alexander Lodge Balranald 214

MEREDITH, Harold Lodge Punchbowl 244

RODD, Lance Lodge Wagga Wagga 22

ROSENBLUM, John Laurelbank Kuring-Gai 
 Daylight Lodge 230

SIELER, Geoffrey Goulburn District 
 Daylight Lodge 1024

WALKER, Campbell Lodge Ballina United 250

50 Years Service

ARMSTRONG, James Lodge Dunoon 436

AVERY, John Lodge Greater Taree 66

BAKER, Roderick Lodge Nowra 60

BIRCH, William Lodge St James 45

BOWDEN, Kenneth Lodge Gymea 796

BUTLER, William Lodge Nambucca 271

CASEY, Norman Lodge John Williams 148

CHAPLIN, John Lodge St James 45

CLARK, Graeme The Northern Rivers Lodge 77

CROMPTON, Paul The Northern Rivers Lodge 77

DEWS, Warren Lodge St James 45

FORSTER, Peter Lodge Perfect of Canberra 951

GORDON, Samuel Lodge St James 45

HODDER, Sydney Lodge Gymea 796

KLEIN, Martin Lodge Canoblas Leweis 806

LANSDOWNE, Robert Lodge Forster-Great  
 Lakes United 994

MCDOUGALL, Peter Lodge Temora 168

MCGUIRK, Douglas Lodge Temora 168

OLIVER, Geoffrey Lodge Burnside 729

OLIVER, Terence Lodge Burnside 7296

OLSEN, Alan Laurelbank Kuring-Gai  
 Daylight Lodge 230

STENHOUSE, Robert The Sir Walter Scott Lodge 123

TATHAM, John Lodge Broughton 131

TREGELLAS-WILLIAMS, John Lodge Commonwealth 
 of Australia 633

WARD, James Lodge Port Stephens 522
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On behalf of the RFBI I would sincerely 
like to thank all Brethren who responded 
to our Annual Appeal and those who 
have provided generous donations 
throughout the year. Due to your help we 
have been able to assist people in need 
in many of our communities, including:
•  Financial assistance through 

our annuity scheme
•  Aboriginal Oral Health Traineeships
•  Diamond Jubilee Fund 

(Indigenous Eye Health Care)
•  NeuRa Scholarships (research 

into Stroke Rehabilitation)
•  Open Door Glen Innes 

(supporting Glen Innes Youth)

• Disabled Surfers Association
•  Grants to individuals (custom made 

wheelchairs, portable oxygen and 
insulin machines, car modifi cations 
and the like)

As a charitable organisation, we are 
proud to provide grants and funding 
to people in need and demonstrate the 
noble and valued concept of charity in 
action by Freemasons.
All donations made to the RFBI are 
passed onto those who need them most. 
If you know someone who needs our 
help, please get in contact with us.
Alex Shaw

Your Masonic Charity at Work RFBI CEO
A.L.McL. Shaw

For village inquiries, donations or to organise 
speakers for lodge meetings, please contact 
Alex Shaw on 02 8031 3200 or admin@rfbi.com.au

Masonic Villages: 
It’s how to live...

Royal Freemasons’
Benevolent Institution Established in 1880

NSW Police
Masonic Lodge

The United Grand Lodge of NSW & ACT 
is endeavouring to form a Police Lodge to 
initially meet in the Sydney metropolitan 
area, totalling six times a year.

Special rates will apply to non-residential 
members.

If you are a serving or former member 
of the Police Force, a serving or retired 
Police Public Servant and a Freemason, 
or if you wish to become a mason, please 
contact the Grand Lodge Offi ce.

Contact Peter Court 
peterc@masons.org.au
02 9284 2854 

or Chris Standaloft 
cjs@hotmail.com
02 9521 5451

NSW Police
Masonic LodgeMasonic Lodge

The United Grand Lodge of NSW & ACT The United Grand Lodge of NSW & ACT The United Grand Lodge of NSW & ACT The United Grand Lodge of NSW & ACT 

If you are still wondering what 
to buy for a birthday or Father’s 
Day, maybe one of the following 
books will be of interest. They are 
all available from the Grand Lodge 
Library on the third floor of the 
Sydney Masonic Centre.

Horatio Admiral Lord Nelson
by John Webb 
– reduced price   . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3

Millennial Masonry
 by Kent Henderson (Freemasonry 
around the world) . . . . . . . . . . .$10

The All-Seeing Eye
by Lewis (Masonic, various) . . . . .$3

Observing the Craft
by Andrew Hammer (The pursuit 
of Excellence)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5

Strange Masonic Stories
 by Alec Mellor (from the French 
Historie des Scandales) . . . . . . .$10

Priest and Freemason
by R Sandbach (the life 
of George Oliver)  . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8

BooksBooks
for sale



The Grand 
Installation
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