GRAND LODGE

of

ANTIENT, FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS OF

IRELAND

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION – SATURDAY 5th MARCH, 2016
at

ARMAGH CITY HOTEL, ARMAGH
Present:-

M.W. Grand Master



Douglas T. Grey, on the Throne


R.W. Deputy Grand Master



Rodney L. McCurley

R.W. Assistant Grand Master



Leslie J. Nixon

      
R.W. Senior Grand Warden



R. Arthur Keppel

  
R.W. Junior Grand Warden



Bernard V.A. Woods


R.W. Grand Treasurer



Richard Ensor


R.W. Grand Registrar



N. John Hunter


R.W. Grand Secretary



D. Barry Lyons


R.W. Grand Director of Ceremonies



Sam Young


R.W. Senior Grand Chaplain



The Rev. Canon T. Henry Trimble


R.W. Junior Grand Chaplain



The Rev. Richard W. Moore


V.W. Senior Grand Deacon



William R.T. McClenaghan
      
V.W. Junior Grand Deacon



John C. Clarke


V.W. Assistant Grand Director of Ceremonies 

Cecil Wellwood


       
V.W. Grand Steward



David W. Gibson-Brabazon

     
V.W. Grand Sword Bearer



David Henderson

V.W. Grand Stewards of Charities



John Edens






Kenneth W. McClure






James Kilpatrick


V.W. Grand Almoner



James B. McBain


V.W. Grand Organist



John N. Rowden

     
V.W. Grand Lodge Standard Bearer



W. Raymond Robinson

V.W. Grand Master's Standard Bearer



Noel Simpson

      
V.W. Grand Inner Guard



Brian L. Ebbs


V.W. Grand Secretary for Instruction



James McFarland


V.W. Assistant Grand Secretary for Instruction

A. Gordon Allen
There were also present:- the Provincial Grand Masters of North Connaught, South Connaught, Londonderry & Donegal, Meath, Midland Counties, Wicklow & Wexford and the Chairman of the Metropolitan Board; R.W. Brothers D. Harry Weir, Geoffrey G. Ashton, R. Wilson Mark and Harvey F.J. Heavener, Past Provincial Grand Masters; the Provincial Deputy Grand Masters of Armagh, North Connaught, Down, Londonderry & Donegal, Midland Counties, South Eastern and Tyrone & Fermanagh; R.W. Brother Walter Craig, Past Provincial Deputy Grand Master; R.W. Brother Selwyn S. Davies, Past Senior Grand Warden; R.W. Bro. William J. Dyer, Past Grand Director of Ceremonies; R.W. Bro. Canon George N. Little, Past Senior Grand Chaplain; V.W. Brother W. Warren Porter, Past Junior Grand Chaplain; V.W. Brothers Winston C. Patterson, Robert J. Robinson, T. Robert McDowell, Basil Elliott and Ivan Gillespie, Past Grand Deacons; V.W. Brother Diarmuid McNulty, Past Grand Steward of Charities; V.W. Brother T. Albert Wilson, Past Grand Almoner; V.W. Brother  Samuel Scott, Hon. Past Grand Steward; V.W. Brothers Robert T. Bashford, William J. Dixon, David Penpraze, John J. Ramsay, Kwesi O-P Ackah and John A. Boddy, Past Grand Master’s Standard Bearers; R.W. Brothers Samuel McConnell, Richard M. Lyons, Leslie Dawson and Gerald Topping, Past Foreign Representatives.
And other Distinguished Brethren from many Lodges.

SISTER CONSTITUTIONS REPRESENTED
The following Grand Lodges were represented:- Scotland, Alberta, Canada in Ontario, Manitoba, Prince Edward Island, New South Wales, Victoria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Greece, Latvia, Luxembourg, Moldova, Norway, Serbia, Slovakia, Switzerland, Turkey, Alaska, Arkansas, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Hawaii, Illinois, Indiana, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Nevada, New Jersey, Ohio, Oregon, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Texas, Vermont, Chile, Mato Grosso, Mato Grosso do Sul, Sao Paolo, Gabon, Guinea, Senegal, South Africa and Mauritius; and The Prince Hall Grand Lodges of the Caribbean, Colorado, North Carolina, Ohio and Ontario & Jurisdiction.
APOLOGIES FOR NON-ATTENDANCE
Apologies for non-attendance were received from:- V.W. Bro. David T. Young, Grand Superintendent of Works; V.W. Brother Kevin Spring, Grand Almoner; V.W. Brother James Gilchrist, Assistant Grand Secretary for Instruction; the Provincial Grand Masters of Antrim, Down, Munster, North Munster, South Eastern and Natal; the Provincial Deputy Grand Masters of Antrim, Wicklow & Wexford, Natal and India; R.W. Brothers Charles W. Olden, William W.T. Shortland, Alan Campbell, Hugh Milne, Basil Fenton, Leslie Evans  and Michael P. Gwynn, Past Provincial Grand Masters; R.W. Brother Dennis Millen, Past Provincial Deputy Grand Master; R.W. Brother Michael W. Walker, Past Grand Secretary; R.W. Brothers the Right Rev. Samuel G. Poyntz and the Rev. Selwoode Graham, Past Senior Grand Chaplains;  R.W. Brothers the Rev. Charles McCurdy and Philip Knowles, Past Junior Grand Chaplains; V.W. Brothers Gordon Morrison and Alan Stewart, Past Grand Deacons; V.W. Brother Ralph B. McGuckin, Past Grand Superintendent of Works; V.W. Brother Cecil Taylor, Past Assistant Grand Treasurer; V.W. Brother Samuel H. Boyle, Past Grand Steward of Charities; V.W. Brothers Samuel A. McKenzie and Robin Newenham, Past Grand Master’s Standard Bearers; 
And:-  The Representatives of the Grand Lodges of Saskatchewan, South Australia, Austria, Croatia, Cyprus, Germany (U.G.L.),  Romania, Spain, North Carolina, South Dakota, Costa Rica, Venezuela, Burkina Faso, Madagascar, Japan, the Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Texas; and R.W. Brother Neville Irvine, Past Grand Representative.
TRIBUTE TO GEORGINE GREY
Grand Lodge being opened the Deputy Grand Master paid tribute to the memory of the recently deceased wife of the Grand Master, Georgine, and the Brethren stood silently in her honour.

The M.W. Grand Master suitably replied, thanking all Brethren.
OBITUARIES

The M.W. Grand Master referred to the recent deaths of R.W. Brother Charles R. Knipe, Past Senior Grand Warden; R.W. Brother Richard H. Bertram, Past Junior Grand Chaplain; R.W. Brother Alfred J. Barry, Provincial Grand Master of Zimbabwe and Honorary Past Grand Deacon; R.W. Brother Brian C. Duxbury, Honorary Past Grand Director of Ceremonies (Natal); R.W. Brother Colin S. Doak, Foreign Representative of the Grand Lodge of Benin; R.W. Brother James Madden, Past Foreign Representative; V.W. Brother Dorab Eruch Tata, Honorary Past Grand Superintendent of Works (India); V.W. Brother Robert Pirie, Honorary Past Grand Steward (Kenya); V.W. Brother W. Trevor Morrow, Honorary Past Grand Steward of Charities and V.W. Brother Robert J. Foote, Honorary Past Grand Almoner (New Zealand); whose memory will be saluted.
The memory of our departed distinguished Brethren was saluted.

WELCOME
R.W. Brother R. David Hamilton, Provincial Grand Master, welcomed all to the Province of Armagh, and particularly to the Cathedral City of Armagh, itself.
MINUTES
On the proposal of the Senior Grand Warden, R.W. Brother R. Arthur Keppel, seconded by the Junior Grand Warden, R.W. Brother Bernard V.A. Woods, the Minutes of the St. John’s Day Installation Communication on 28th December, 2015 which had been circulated, were taken as read, confirmed and signed. 

REPORT OF THE GRAND LODGE BOARD OF GENERAL PURPOSES
It was proposed, seconded and passed unanimously that Brothers David T. Young, Brian Kershaw, William T.H. Balmer, Ivan Conner, Ian Kirkpatrick and Ivan Boreland, be elected members of the Finance Committee for 2016.

It was agreed that the By-Laws Committee and the Library Committee would comprise the Deputy Grand Master, R.W. Brother D. Barry Lyons and W. Bro. Morgan McCreadie; with Ms. Rebecca Hayes being a member of the latter.

A vacancy having arisen in the representation of the Grand Lodge of New Brunswick, the Board recommended that the name of W. Bro. Ian W. Kelly, Past Master of Lodge, No. 245, Dublin, be sent forward for consideration to act as their Grand Representative here. Recommended to Grand Lodge. Confirmed.

A vacancy having arisen in the representation of the Grand Lodge of Louisiana, the Board recommended the name of W. Bro. David E. St. C. Herman, Past Master of Lodge No. 728, Dublin, be sent forward for consideration to act as their Grand Representative here. Recommended to Grand Lodge. Confirmed. 

A vacancy having arisen in the representation of the Grand Lodge of Hungary, the Board recommended the name of W. Bro. Robert Black, Past Master of Lodge No. 218, Belfast, be sent forward to act as their Grand Representative here. Recommended to Grand Lodge. Confirmed. 

A vacancy having arisen in the representation of the Grand Lodge of Portugal, the Board recommended the name of W. Bro. Robert Spiers, Past Master of Lodge No. 180, Newtownabbey, be sent forward to act as their Grand Representative here. Recommended to Grand Lodge. Confirmed. 

A vacancy having arisen in the representation of the Grand Lodge of Maryland, the Board recommended the name of W. Bro. Robert H.A. Wilson, Past Master of Lodge No. 775, Ballymena, be sent forward to act as their Grand Representative here. Recommended to Grand Lodge. Confirmed. 

A nomination for a vacancy in the representation of the Grand Lodge of Virginia was withdrawn, and will be considered again at the May meeting of the Board.

Read letter from the Grand Lodge of Nevada, submitting the name of Bro. Eugene B. Sullivan, to act as our Grand Representative there. Recommended to Grand Lodge. Confirmed. 

Read letter from the Grand Lodge of Texas, submitting the name of M.W. Bro. Michael L. Higgins, to act as our Grand Representative there. Recommended to Grand Lodge. Confirmed.

Read letter from the Prince Hall Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia, submitting the name of M.W. Bro. Warren R. Whitley, to act as our Grand Representative there. Recommended to Grand Lodge. Confirmed. 

The Board noted for reporting to Grand Lodge, the return of the Warrant of St. Patrick’s Lodge No. 195, Arthur Square; and did not agree to a reduction of capitation fees payable for 2016.

The Board considered a letter from the Provincial Grand Secretary, Zimbabwe, informing us of the death of the Provincial Grand Master, following a long illness, and explaining that in the circumstances, now would be the appropriate time for Grand Lodge to consider Superintendency status for the area. The Board following a discussion, agreed. Recommended to Grand Lodge. Confirmed.   

INVESTITURE OF FOREIGN GRAND REPRESENTATIVES
V.W. Bro. Gilbert T. Irvine, Past Master of Lodge No. 888, Markethill & Provincial Grand Secretary of Armagh, being in attendance and having produced his Patent of Appointment, the Grand Director of Ceremonies formed a procession and presented him to the Grand Master for Investiture as Representative of the Grand Lodge of France.

W. Bro. Thomas A. Armstrong, Past Master of Lodge No. 473, Enniskillen, being in attendance and having produced his Patent of Appointment, the Grand Director of Ceremonies formed a procession and presented him to the Grand Master for Investiture as Representative of the Grand Lodge of the Ivory Coast.

W. Bro. Leslie A. Shields, Past Master of Island of Inch Lodge No. 589, Londonderry, being in attendance and having produced his Patent of Appointment, the Grand Director of Ceremonies formed a procession and presented him to the Grand Master for Investiture as Representative of the Grand Lodge of Georgia.

The newly invested Grand Representatives were conducted to their seats and saluted.

GRAND MASTER’S QUARTERLY ADDRESS
I wish to thank once again the Provincial Grand Lodge of Armagh for the excellent arrangements for our meeting here today.

I also wish to thank the Brethren of this Grand Lodge for their wonderful support for me and my family particularly since the death of my wife Georgine a few short weeks ago. You Brethren have shown true compassion and sympathy and I cannot tell you just how much that has sustained me and continues to do so. The true meaning of Brotherly Love has been clearly demonstrated. Thank you most sincerely.

Since we last met, through the good offices of our Grand Superintendent of Works V.W. Bro. David Young, we have managed to obtain additional sponsorship for the next three years from IPUT (the company developing the building next to our Grand Lodge Building) for the Irish Freemasons' Young Musician of the Year Competition as well as them donating a further sum to us in respect of the disturbance they might cause while completing their project. We will use this money to support and improve the ongoing maintenance of our historic building. Furthermore, really good news re the Irish Freemasons' Young Musician of the Year - Queens University in Belfast, for the first time have agreed to enter competitors and this, you will agree, is a real fillip for this excellent venture.

More good news - the board of the Masonic Havens Ltd have succeeded in finding a purchaser for the nursing home in Virginia Co. Cavan and while the sale is not yet completed we are very hopeful that this will be the case by the end of this month. We are of course keeping the sheltered housing part of the operation which thankfully is operating very efficiently and has only one or two vacancies at present. I would like to offer my congratulations to R.W. Bro. John Haynes and his board of directors on their efforts as running a nursing home has become an extremely detailed occupation bedevilled by a myriad of regulations which in truth required full time professional management which John and his team valiantly provided even though they were not "the professionals" Thank you Brethren.

During the last three months the Deputy, the Assistant and myself visited various Lodges throughout the country and I am delighted to report that in every case the enthusiasm for Masonry shown by the Brethren was very heartening. I also received an excellent welcome at the February Communication of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Down and we intend to continue with our informal visits with the Provinces. Indeed Brethren, you will not be surprised to hear that I visited Victoria Lodge 473 in Enniskillen last Friday and witnessed our Assistant Grand Master Install his son into the Chair in the most exemplary manner. If you wish to see just how an installation should be done you would do well to study R.W. Bro Leslie Nixon!

In early January, the Grand Secretary and myself visited the Grand Lodge of Denmark where I was honoured with honorary membership. A very interesting ceremony and I was also interested in their ritual, while different to ours, it is fundamentally similar. At one stage we processed from one Lodge Room to another accompanied by their own brass band - an amazing experience. Maybe one day we might have OUR own brass band to play us in and out of Grand Lodge.

As I announced in December, the setting up of a committee to examine how we might proceed towards an Education and Communication Committee and I am glad to report that this small body has already met twice and are in electronic communication with each other and I hope to have them address the Grand Master's Council which will meet in the next few weeks to elicit the views of its members. It is expected that they will have an interim report by June and a full report before Grand Lodge in October.

 Our Charity Committees have their usual schedule of meetings and I earnestly hope that either the Deputy, the Assistant or myself will be able to attend most of their meetings. I would like to thank them for all their efforts on our behalf in this very important work and to thank you Brethren for your continuing generous support of their efforts.

Again, thank you most sincerely for your thoughts and prayers at what has been quite a difficult time for me. I appreciate it greatly.
CONFERRAL OF HONORARY RANKS
With the concurrence of Grand Lodge, the Grand Master conferred the following Honorary Grand Ranks:-

Past Grand Deacon

V.W. Bro. Arnold B Walton

- On promotion from Hon. Past Grand Steward

Past Grand Steward

V.W. Bro. Rajiv S. Naik

- On promotion from Hon. Past Grand Steward of Charities 
V.W. Bro. Tehemton B. Dalal
- On promotion from Hon. Past Grand Inner Guard

W. Bro. Anthony J. Hammill

- Past Master of Erin Lodge No. 364, S.A.N.

W. Bro. Francois L. Van de Merwe
- Past Master of Pretoria Leinster Lodge No. 743, S.A.N.

V.W. Bro. Sidney Spence

- On promotion from Hon. Past Grand Lodge Standard Bearer

Past Grand Steward of Charities

V.W. Bro. Homi B. Irani 

- Past Provincial Senior Grand Chaplain, India

W. Bro. Panniampalli A. Bhaskaran
- Past Provincial Junior Grand Deacon

V.W. Bro. Raman Kumar Khanna
- Past Provincial Senior Grand Chaplain

Past Grand Lodge Standard Bearer
V.W. Bro. Themtan D. Pavri 

- Past Master of Lodge No. 363, Adelaide, South Australia

W. Brother Paul W. Seaton

- Past Master of Lodge No. 363, Adelaide, South Australia

CHARITY COLLECTION
The Charity Collection amounted to €1,446.55.

GRAND LODGE CLOSED
