YOU HAVE THE POWER TO DONATE LIFE

Grand Lodge Brethren,

My name is Thomas A. Paul, Worshipful Master of Apollo Lodge 921 in Huntsville.  I would like to share my story and some important information with you about Living Kidney Donation.  

Last year, I was diagnosed with Kidney Failure and was placed on permanent Dialysis.  During this difficult time, however, I have been deemed eligible for a Kidney Transplant by the Vanderbilt Kidney Transplant Center.  Now, I have begun the long journey awaiting a compatible kidney donor.  I have been advised this is a wait of from 3 to 5 years.  My purpose is to convey a message and bring awareness not only of my need for a kidney transplant, but the need of thousands of others who are living with End Stage Renal Disease. 
For many patients who need a kidney transplant, a kidney from a living donor is their best hope for long-term survival.  Kidneys from living donors mean better kidney function and longer transplanted kidney survival rates than those of deceased donors.  In addition, living kidney donors can expect to live normal life spans themselves, with no long term consequences.  
Living donors do not need to be related to the recipient.  There are many types of living kidney transplant possibilities—either directed to a particular recipient or non-directed.  If you would consider Living Kidney Donation or would like information about the process, you may contact the Vanderbilt Kidney Transplant Center at 866-748-1491, Option # 2 to inquire about becoming a kidney donor.   
You may also visit Vanderbilt’s website: www.vanderbilttransplantcenter.com 

Choose the Kidney/Pancreas Transplant Tab and click on a box entitled, “Would you like to become a Living Donor”.  There a confidential online questionnaire provides further details about the living kidney donation process.   Living Donors must make contact with the Center to start the donation process.
Thank you for reading my story and I hope this will enlighten you to the possibilities and selfless gifts of life that this story presents.  Thank you for your thoughts and prayers for me and for countless others who await kidney transplants. 

To the world, you may be one person;

But to one person, you may be the world.

--Anonymous
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