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&ly ’,.? A Holiday Message from OQur Grand Master:
@“3}‘ Well, Brothers, our Grand Lodge’s Masonic Year still has several
444 months to go. But the constituent Lodges are just about to start on a
w new year - one which I hope will be full of promise for the officers
and members of each Lodge. Hopefully, too, it will be a year full of
activities which will display our Masonic principles to the communi-
ties in which we work and reside. Good Luck to All ! Remember
that this is a time of promise - for Nobler Deeds, for Higher
Thoughts, for Greater Accomplishments. And, while you’re at it,
it’s also a time for a little Fun. Therefore, I hope that this new year
is as enjoyable as it is productive.

This is also the time of year when we give thanks for the many
blessings which have come our way, and to remember those who
are less fortunate. Iurge all of you to take a very careful look at the
words you spoke when making your Masonic obligation. Possibly,
they are best summarized in the Master’s Charge to the Lodge which
says, in part, . . . forget not the duties which you have heard so
Jfrequently inculcated, and so forcefully recommended, in this Lodge.
Be diligent, prudent, temperate, discreet. . ."" This section deals with
our own actions. (Continued on Page 3)
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Grand Lodge Visitation © (Grand Masfer's Mevpgs Earined)

But the Charge continues: . .. Remember that at this altar you have promised to befriend and

.SChedul.e. relieve every Brother who shall need your assistance.  You have been enjoined to remind a
(Subject ta Revision) Brother in the most friendly manner of his fault, to endeavor to aid his reformation, and to
defend his character. . ." This tells us our duties to our Brothers, but the Charge goes on:
SessEparal eaxticle far Lodge .. These generous principles extend further, for every human being has a claim upon your kind
TeEt ki Sehedule offices. Do good unto all. . . “ By this, we acknowledge that we have a duty to all mankind.
YOUR GRAND LODGE OFFICERS {$8mmd Eoilge'Cificersmill atfend Then, tieing these thoughts together, we ask that we may find the strength to do that which we
Grand Master - M.W. Howard N. Hobbs whieexer possible) know is right by acting, together, and by the grace of God, for the good of our fraternity and of
1504 E. 26th Ave., Anchorage, AK 99508 the world at large. . . .Finally, my Brethren, be ye all of one mind; live in peace,; and may the
272-9263 . Noverilies God of Love and Peace delight to dwell with you and bless you.”
Deputy Grand Master - R W. Henry T. Dunbar 3 Official Visit to Anvil Lodge
2412 Lee St., %I;clllcgrlasge, AK 99504 No. 2, Nome If each of us would review these words periodically, we might be better reminded of how we

should act toward all with whom we come in contact. After all, these words express the Right

Senior Grand Warden - RW. Lloyd W. Tri
et oy Triggs way to act - the Masonic way.

1414 Valley Dr., Fairbanks, AK 99705
488-2818 24
Junior Grand Warden - R.W. Stanley R. Foulke
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696-8099
Grand Treasurer - R.-W. Bobby Alexander
P.O. Box 140409, Anchorage, AK 99514
338-7258
Grand Secretary - R.-W. Richard D. Bender
3713 Challenger Cir., Anchorage, 99517 I
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Happy Thanksgiving Speaking for myself, and all the Grand Lodge officers, I hope you have an exceptionally happy

holiday season - and that you can look forward to a new year full of promise of even better
things to come. As for the fun I mentioned before, I might find time for some pumpkin pie, if
you’ll save me a piece.

December
3 Install Glacier Lodge No. 10

Jununry
Happy New Year!
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A WAY OF LIFE
One of the Ancient Landmarks of Freemasonry is that it will not

do so of his free will and accord. Freemasonry does not permit its

members to invite others to join because it believes that a man who becomes a Mason of his ;

own personal desire is much more likely to become a strong and beneficial member.
|

Freemasonry is not a religion, nor is it a substitute for religion. It provides no system of |§|

faith, offers no sacraments, and does not claim to lead to salvation. Every member is frec to
‘follow the Faith or Denomination which best agrees with his personal religious conviction
\and is encouraged to do so.

‘Masonry expects its members to conduct themselves in accordance with a strict moral code, |
land it believes the requirements of that moral code are in harmony with the teachings of any
‘religion or with the beliefs of any good man.

solicit new members. A man seeking Masonic membership must |§/

Today Freemasonry is a Fraternal society whose members are linked together by a common

moral uprightness and whose ethical principles are acceptable to all good men. Its doors are|

|open to all men who seek harmony with each other, who feel a desire for self improvement
'} |and who wish to participate in the adventure of making this world a better place to live.
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Some Thoughts on Thanksgiving

To some, Thanksgiving is a day off from work. Others think of it as a day when they (usuaully
she) will have to spend a long time in a hot kitchen. Fortunately, many realize that we do have
much to be thankful for. And, most, here in the U.S., know it as the fourth Thursday in
November. But it wasn’t always that date. And the reasons to be thankful are many. Some
express their thanks in words, and some by action. Of the words, the following is a sample.

“It having pleased the Almighty ruler of the Universe propitiously to defend the cause of the
United American States and finally by raising us up a powerful friend among the princes of the
earth to establish our liberty and independence upon lasting foundations, it becomes us to sct
apart a day for gratefully acknowledging the divine goodness and celebrating the important
event which we owe to His benign Interposition.

George Washington, in orders to his troops, May 5,1778

The year that is drawing to its close has been filled with blessings of fruilful ficlds and health-
ful skies. To these bounties, which are so constantly enjoyed that we are prone to torget the
source from which they come, others have been added which are of so extraordinary a nature

that they cannot fail to penetrate and soften even the heart which is habitually inscnsible to the
everwatchtul providence of Almighty God. . . . Ido, therefore, invite my fellow-citizens, in
every part of the United States, and also those who are at sea, and (hose who are sojourning in

foreign lands, to set apart and observe the last Thursday of November next as a day of thanks-
giving and praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the heavens.
Abraham Lincoln, Thanksgiving Proclamation, October 3, 1863

Let us, on the day set aside for this purpose, give thanks to the Ruler of the universe lor the
strength which He has vouchsafed us to carry on our daily labors and for (he hope that lives
within us of the coming of a day when peace shall reign on every continent.

Franklin D. Roosevelt, Thanksgiving Day Proclamation, Oclober 31, 1939

“Twas founded be th’ Puritans to give thanks f’r bein’ presarved [r’'m {h’ Indyans; an’ . . -we
keep it to give thanks we are presarved fr’m th’ Puritans.
Finley Peter Dunne, “Thanksgiving”, Mr. Dooley's Opinions, 1900

Brave and high souled Pilgrims, you who knew no fears,
How your words of thankfulness go ringing down the years;
May we follow after; like you, work and pray,
And with hearts of thankfulness keep the Thanksgiving day.
Annette Wynne, “Thanksgiving Day”, For Days and Days, 1919

So - regardless of the day on which you give thanks;  Bringing
And - regardless of the things you are thankful for; In The

Realize that there are some who are less fortunate. Plum
Pudding
Be grateful for what you have, and (according to our With Joy
Masonic obligation), share with those in need as their And
necessity requires, and your ability permits. Thanks-
giving.

Happy Tﬂn&nﬂ{sgivﬁng !

%AY AlLTDEN KNOW
€ Love AnoO Good
ThAT come wiCh peace

ANO BROTheRhoO O,”

Hinduism
Confucianism

Christianity
Judaism

Buddhism

The Holidays - A Special Time

This is the period of the winter solstice. The time when (at least in the northern hemisphere) the
days become short, and the weather is cold. It is a time of year which has been revered since
before written history. The Druids of ancient Britain found it to be magical. The Hebrews have,
from earliest dates, observed some of their most sacred services at this time. The religions of
the near and far east have also found this to be a special time of year. And, of course, Christian-
ity observes this as one of its most sacred (and joyful) periods of their calendar.

What is there about this season that sets it apart, that makes it so special? Is it just a celebration
of a harvest put away and a time of rest until planting the new crops? Some have said that it
represents the death of the old, followed by the rebirth of the new. That, too, sounds somewhat
agricultural. But, actually it is a time when we can look to the future with hope. It is a time of
opportunity - for higher thoughts, for nobler deeds, and for greater achievements.

It is also a time for reflection - on your profession, on your family, on your self, and on the
future. A time to make plans for the coming year, and for the years to follow.

And, it is also a time for thanks. Thanks for the many mercies and blessings and for the bounti-
ful goodness which the Supreme Architect of the Universe has seen fit to bestow upon us.

So, no matter how you worship, no matter what faith you profess, this is a very special time.

May you and yours experience the joy of this season,
and have an exceptionally happy 1995.



Visit YOUR Lodge - TODAY!
District No. 1 - V.W. Mitchell R. Miller, Deputy

ATVl L.odge NO: 2 . covvsasiimnssss ctnsssrnis Meets 1st & 3rd Thursday at 8:00
Tanana Lodge No. 3........cccoovveeneen. Meets Second Wednesday at 8:00
Fairbanks Lodge No. 12........................ Meets Third Thursday at 7:30

North Pole Lodge No. 16 .........c...cc........ Meets Third Monday at 7:30
Other (special) meetings as called by the Master

The Wardens” Charge

(From a Woman's Point of View)

(Editor's Note: A vital part of the annual Wardens’ Charge is to give our ladies a little better
idea about what her husband will face when he becomes Master. This article first appeared in
the "Tanana Valley Masonic News". The author is the wife of Brother Don Chaffin, Worshipful
Master elect of Fairbanks Lodge No. 12.)

The Third Annual Wardens’ Charge was held in Anchorage the weekend of Sepl. 23-25, 1994.
Since Don and I had missed last year's event, we were determined not to miss this one, and so
off we went to Anchorage. Led once again by Marty Martinez and Vern Werlz, the Charge was
a wondertul learning experience and an excellent opportunily (o reestablish (he bonds created
trom the first Charge - and forge new ones with those newcomers of this year. A big "Thank
You" goes out to Marty and Vern for their impressive effort and their willingness (o share their
knowledge and expertise with all of us.

The sessions that we had together, as well as the split meetings (hroughout (he weekend, were
packed with valuable information and atforded some great bramnstorming aclivity. Becky
Dunbar led the women's group through sessions that covered cverything Irom personal feelings
about Masonry to important issues such as solutions to dwindling membership and beefing up
family participation within the Masonic fold. An extra (and most welconic) bonus was a panel
discussion put together by Becky, that included several representatives [tom dillerent Masonic
organizations. Eastern Star, Amaranth, DeMolay, Ladics' Oriental Shrine, Rainbow and Job's
Daughters were all represented quite well, for the purpose of informing those ol us who had not
yet been exposed to these groups. We had a lively question and answer discussion, and everyone
came away from that meeting with a solid, positive perspective about Masonic support. Becky
did a wonderful job leading the women through the weekend, and I was very impressed with her
intelligence, warmth and wit.

Once again, I attended a Wardens” Charge that gave me even more information than the one I
attended two years ago, and re-fueled my enthusiasm for tull involvement in the Masonic family.
Our challenge was to support our husbands when they take their seat in the East as Master of
their lodges; to do everything possible to make their year an important one, bring the families of
our brothers and sisters closer together and spread the word about the wonder that is Masonry -
the love and caring, the values learned and the closeness to God that we all strive for. As wives
and helpmates of Master Masons, we have much power at our disposal that we have but touched
lightly upon. Our men know the intricate lessons found in Masonry; they practice every day, and
they pattern their lives accordingly. Continued On Next Page -

Your Lodge NEEDS YOU - Attend Often!
District No. 2 - V.W. Raymond F. Tidwell, Deputy

Valdez Lodge No. 4 .....ccoonriniiinin. Meets First Wednesday at 7:30
Mt. McKinley Lodge No. 5.............. Meets 1st & 3rd Thursday at 8:00
Seward Lodge NO 0 cusonssomssm svnmmes Meets First Tuesday at 8:00
Kodiak Lodge No. 9.....ooovnvciviiine Meets Third Monday at 8:00
Kenai Lodge No. 11............c........ Meets 2nd & 4th Thursday at 8:00

Other (special) mectings as called by the Master

Continued From Page 6 -

They learn the traditions, say the words, walk the path around the Altar of Lifc and curry forth
gouls that were set hundreds of years ago. What can we do, either in or out of the supporting
organizations of Musonry, to help keep the tlame of Masonic knowledge growing as each
lodge works toward stronger membership and battles the modem apathy of the world to "build
that road which never ends"? Tirst, we can share what we know with those who Jo not.
Whether they are new members or non-members as of yet, we women can falk adbout Masonry
to each other, and leamn as we speak. We can teach our children the vaine of what we learn,
as we learn it - and teach it gently, in such a way that it becomes a desirable lesson instead of
drudgery and boredom. We can help blend the Masonic organizations together by reaching
out to members that have not attended Lodge in years, by creating social funciions that remind
these members that Masonry is as enjoyable as it is responsible. We are cspecially talented
at those tasks, and much of our power lies there. We can remember that once the specilic title
of whatever organization to which we have dedicated our time is siripped away, we become
Masonic once again... we are family, pure and simple. Nothing can ¢ver take that away from
us.

This is what 1 learned at the Wardens’ Charge; something I already knew in my heart, but that
just needed a verbal prodding to grasp hold of once more. This is what the Charge wili do for
you. [ hope that when it becomes your time of eligibility to attend, you will embruce this
opportunity and learn all you can. Man and woman alike, you will pot regret your decision.
You will come away with renewed purpose, betler prepared to handle your year in the East,
with fresh ideas and a stronger grasp on the needs of those you are about to guide.

You wiil come away fully "Charged”.
Char Chaffin

On BROTHERHOOD

Oh come ye all, each one of you A brotherhood of man we serve
In brotherhood unite. A fatherhood of God.
All Masons we; a bond 1o share The "Golden Rule,” a way of life

Of all that is upright. We lack a false facade.
"Tis truth we seek, we are as one No natter what our stations be
Upon the level meet If high, or low - between,,
No dogma have. one Giod a must Through brotherhood in Masonry
And heaven next replete. So much there is to glean.




From your Deputy Grand Master The Following Organizations Have Helped

Make This Publication Possible

Greetings my Brethren. Another beautiful Alaskan summer has come and quickly gone. We
are all, hopefully, back in our Lodges, diligently working for the good of Masonry.

We recently concluded our third annual "Wardens' Charge". We had 22 Brothers from around
the state attending, and more than half of them had their wives attending also. Vern Wertz
and Marty Martinez from Oregon again provided the instruction for this course. We owe
them a great deal of gratitude for helping us to get this program started here. It was a very
informative and enjoyable learning experience for those attending. "The best one yet" some
said. For those of you who may not be familiar with the "Warden's Charge", it is a workshop
or seminar designed to help prepare our Wardens to be Master of their Lodge. Unfortunately,
a few (5) of our Lodges were not represented. I don't know if it's because their Wardens just
didn't want to come, didn't understand what the course was all about, or couldn't afford the
cost of coming. In any case, your Grand Lodge officers encourage all Lodges to send some-
one in the future if possible - and to give them some financial support, if that is the reason for
non-attendance. It will be worth it to your Lodge.

With the recent passing of W.B. Larry Nelson, we lost our Grand Organist. If anyone out
there knows of a Master Mason who can play an organ and/or piano, please call me. (Hank
Dunbar, 333-1518). W.B. Larry will be missed.

By the time you receive this newsletter, election day will be past. I know we cannot discuss
political matters in our Lodges, and for good reason - it wouldn't be conducive to peace and
harmony. I'm also not about to try to tell you how to vote nor how to think politically. How-
ever, many people, myself included, feel that we have some major problems in our society
today, and in the way our nation is being governed. Masons played a big part in settling our
country, writing our Constitution; and getting our government started in the right direction.
That's what has made America such a great place and such a powerful leader in the world.
Our society and our government needs our influence again - maybe more than ever. We can
all help by paying attention to what's happening in our communities, by supporting those
leaders who stand up for the principles we believe in, by supporting our Lodges, and by voting
when the time comes. It’s your duty (and your privilege).

The deadline (December 1st) for submitting resolutions to the Grand Lodge for consideration
at the next annual communication in April'95 is fast approaching. So, if you have an idea for
improving masonry in Alaska, get it in to the Grand Secretary as soon as possible.

Happy Holiday Season to all!

R.W. Hank Dunbar, Deputy Grand Master

o When looking at all the heavy volumes in a Law Library, remember that it all
started with just ten commandments.

‘e One of the reasons the Ten Commandments are so short and to the point is the
fact that they did not come out of a committee.

We Thank Them For Their Support!
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The Following Individuals
Have Helped Make This Publication Possible
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Box 41535, Soldotna, AK 99669
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These Commercial Organizations Offer A Variety Of Services.
They Support Your Grand Lodge And This Publication.
They Deserve Your Consideration!

We Ask That You Support Them!

David Green & Sons, Inc.
“Alaska’s Most Respected
Name in Fur”

(907) 277-9595 (or 277-0000)
130 W. 4th Ave., Anchorage

Arctic Gun Trader
Muzzleloaders to Custom Ritles
124 East Third (P.O. Box 1702)

Nome AK 99762
443-5650
Charles “Slim” Lambert
Anvil Lodge No. 2

K Beach Stor Mor

Various Size Units

Mini Storage
Bruce W, St. Pierre.........(907) 262-8304
P.O. Box 3249, Soldotna, AK 99669

Lawson Products, Inc.

M.L. “Maury” Leahy
V.P. - Sales - Western Region
5879 E. Club View Dr.
Fresno, CA  (209)251-9624
Member, Glacier Lodge No. 10

Rent-A-Can Toilet Co.
Billy E. McGowen

Serving Alaska Since 1969
P.O. Box 770433
Eagle River, AK 99577-0433
694-9202

For Your Special Towing Needs
The Towing Co., Inc.

24 Hour Service
Bruce W. St. Pierre.........(907) 262-7997
P.O. Box 3249, Soldotna, AK 99669

U.S. Postal Service
Ray L. Beaver
Contract 10 (907) 276-2561
1312 W. Northern Lights
Anchorage, AK 99503
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' We Could Sell All These
. Notiee Spaces,
We Would “Break Even”
" on Expenses!
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From Your Edltor'

N 55 " p— :
“&_ A couple of issues back, we had an article on the “Magna Garter”. To keep in
£

touch with history, I'd now like to let you in on the story of the Mayflower Com- \

) pact. It seems that on November 21, 1620, while the Pilgrim Fathers and Mothers
were anchored in Provincetown Harbor after their famous trip to this country.
QAL lhcy drew up the Mayflower Compact, which was a short constitution mukinﬂ
4 them a body politic, whereas and notwithstanding. That is, the Pilgrim Fathers
dxd this while the Pilgrim Mothers were busy collecting laundry for the Glorious &
Wash. The document was signed by forty-one of the seventy-five male passen-
N gers. thirteen of the remainder being minors and others who were nobody much. <y
T The most minor of all was Oceanus Hopkins, who was born on the way over. €

. Oceanus has received little credit for this feat because Peregrine White arrived a
S month later and thus qualified as the first white child born in New England. It’s
R4 pretty late in the day, but three cheers for Oceanus Hopkins! (No, the Mayflower D
% Compact had nothing to do with cosmetics or powdering shiny noses.) \
: (Adapted from “How to get from Junuary to December™ by Will Cuppy)

Are you an IMP? The New Mexico Freemison published an article about the

International Masonic Poetry Society. “IMPS™ has been devised and launched in .

\ an attempt to serve the needs of all those Brethren who recognize the poetry of R 1
\\\ the ritual; those who take pleasure in writing of their own experiences in poetic \'&
Y form; those who appreciate such writing and those who seek material in this form
"<\ for use at the festive board or other proper occasions. There will be a quarterly Q\x

4 newsletter, and covers all jurisdictions recognized by the United Grand Lodge of
England. For more information, contact W.V. Shorto at Barrog House Penybont-
fawr, Nr. Oswestry, Shropshire SY10 ONT, United Kingdom. (Maybe W.Bro. x

“4_Lee Lirette should investigate this turther.)

&
You may have noticed that several articles are taken from other sources. I be- Q%
J) lieve that it should not be necessary to reinvent the wheel, and anyway, others

RN may be better at the art of writing than I. It is like the preacher who was so boring «
S, that his congregation threatened to fire him. He pleaded for another chance, and
& {9 the amazement of everyone, gave the best sermon any in his audience had ever .
2 heard. After the service, one parishioner praised his work, but asked why he

Wy, raised two fingers on his left hand at the start of the sermon, and closed it by o
"% raising two fingers on his right hand. Well, the preacher admitted, those were the
% quotation marks.

. X One of the Worshipful Masters (elect) is very concerned about his Brothers in his &
A Lodge. He is particularly concerned about their judgment. It seems that he
. looked in the mirror after being elected to fill the station representing “Beauty”. :‘
25 Then they voted him into the station representing “Strength”, and everyone g
knows that he’s much more of a couch potato than a weight lifter. Now, the want R
% him to represent the pillar of Wisdom. - No wonder he’s worried !

& . ) I 7
q%\ Have a Great Holiday Season - and send Your article for the next issue. (Or, if \
“o4 you prefer, I'll even help in the writing. Just tell me the topic you want covered.) 3
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Information Resources
from Local Sources

Attention has been called to three useful sources of Masonic education, and each was prepared
by local Lodges.

W. Fred Newton of Kenai Lodge No. 11 has prepared an “Alaskan Monitor Quiz Collec-
tion”. This series of 14 fill-in-the-blanks quizzes was taken from the Alaskan Monitor, so the
answers are available to all Masons in the Great Land. Sounds easy, doesn’t it? Don’t kid
yourself. You have to be something of an expert to answer all these questions without having
to go to the book for a little assistance (or refresher). The quizzes are set up to make it easy for
use during regular sessions of Masonic Education nights, as each contain from 10 to 14 ques-
tions (some with multiple blanks). For more information, contact:
W. Bro. Fred Newton, P.O. Box 8686, Nikiski, AK 99635.

And, speaking of Masonic education, W. Loyd Williamson of Glacier Lodge No. 10 has an-
nounced a series of Masonic Education nights. The Lodge will devote the 4th Thursday of
cach month for a Masonic Education program. These meetings are open to all who are inter-
ested in Masonry, including those who are not members. (The programs will not address mate-
rial which requires a tyled Lodge.) Regular attendees are asked to indicate those topics which
are of interest to them. Then, someone will research those topics, and report back to the group
at a future meeting. Those with special interests are encouraged to research and report on that
subject, but there is no requirement to do so. (There are enough Brothers interested in doing
Masonic research to allow a wide variety of subjects to be covered.) So, bring your interests,
questions, friends - and yes, your wives, too - to the Anchorage Masonic Temple on the 4th
Thursday at 7:00 p.m. Who knows, you might leamn something from us, and we could surely
learn something from you. Note: Due to the Holidays, the November and December meet-
ings are cancelled.

At Glacier Lodge’s first Masonic Education night in September, those in attendance received
a pamphlet on “Reference Materials for Masons”. Prepared with the assistance of the Alaska
Scottish Rite Childhood Language Disorders Foundation Library, this 13 page list of re-
sources Covers:
Personal Reference Sources
Reference Material Lodge Ofticers Should Have in Their Personal Library
Reference Material for Lodge Officers
Reference Materials on Masonry (For Anyone)
The Sources of Sources (Where to find the answer to your questions)

(Includes Commercial Sources of reference materials, and catalogs of

Masonic Jewelry)

If you are interested, all of the listed materials are available for review in the Foundation’s
Library, so you can see what they contain before you buy. (There are many more materials in
the library that are not listed in the pamphlet.) To receive a copy of the pamphlet, contact:
Glacier Lodge No. 10 or The Foundation Library
P.O. Box 91142, Anchorage, AK 99509 P.O. Box 101445, Anchorage, AK 99510

Read! Learn! Enjoy! - It’s FUN,
and it’s INTERESTING. And,

we can never know too much
about our great Fraternity!

Aore




Greet Old Friends, and Make New Ones! - Attend Lodge
District No. 3 - V.W. L.V. (Joe) Dees, Deputy

Matanuska Lodge No. 7 ..o, Meets First Tuesday at 8:00
Mt. Susitna Lodge No. 8 ... Meets First Tuesday at 8:00
Glacier Lodge No. 10.........c.ocooo Meets Second Thursday at 8:00
| 55T bl 2w ol BTaTs Fercl [ o A e NS ——— Meets First Monday at 7:30
Adak Lodge No. 14.................... ...... Meets Second Thursday at 7:00
Aurora Lodge No. 15 ..., Mects First Monday at 8:00
Anchorage Lodge No. 17 ................ Meets Second Wednesday at 8:00

White Pass Lodge No. 1

Worshipful Masters for 1994-95

installation dates are shown. Why not turn out to show your support?

(The Grand Lodge Officers will attend as many of these installations as possible.)

Dan Daigle
Information Not Available at Press Time

The {ollowing Brothers are the newly elected leaders of our constituent Lodges. Their

Noi Available

Anvil Lodge No. 2

Tanana Lodge No. 3 Johnny Johnson Sat  12/17/94 2:00
Valdez Lodge No. 4 Arvin Ray Smith Wed. 12/7/94 7:30
Mt. McKinley Lodge No. 5 W. John Ruehrle Thu. 12/1/94 7:30
Seward Lodge No. 6 Elections held in December

Matanuska Lodge No. 7 Frank Bird Sat.  12/10/94 1:00
Mt. Susitna Lodge No. 8 W. Charles (Chuck) Wellong Sat.  11/26/94 7:00
Kodiak Todge No. 9 W. Grover {(Charley) Hall Mon. 12/19/94 7.00
Glacier Lodge No. 10 Gerald R. (Jerry) Fairley Sat.  12/03/94 7:00

Kenai Lodge No. 11 Elections held in December

Fairbanks Lodge No. 12 Dou Chattin Sat.  1/47/95 2:00
Eagle River Lodge No. 13 Roy Hartz Mon. 11/28/94 7.30
Adak Lodge No. 14 Information Not Available at Press Time

Aurora Lodge No. 15 Gary Randali Sat. 12/17/44 2.00
North Pole Lodge No. 16 Karl Amundsen Sat. 12/10/94 2:00
Anchorage Lodge No. 17 W. James W. Morton Wed. 1/04/95 7:00
Mt. Verstovia Lodge No. 18 Tom Smotherman Sat. 12/10/94 7:00
Tongass Lodge No. 19 Chris Westwood Sat.  12/17/94 7:00

The Official Obligation of a Worshipful Master at His 1nstallation into Office:

“} solemnly promise, upon (he honor of a Mason, that, in the office of Master of ____ Lodge,
Number . I will to the best of my ability, strictly comply with, abide by and enforce the
Constitutions and Regulations of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted
Masons of Alaska, the By-Laws ol Lodge, Number __ and all Ancient Masonic
Usages, so far us the same shall come to my knowledge.”

These words, though few in number, carry an exceptionally heavy responsibility.
All your Grand Lodge officers wish each new Worshipful Master “God Speed”
and offer our “Best Wishes” for a happy, productive and successful year.
Look Well To The East, My Brothers.

White Pass Lodge No. 1........ccoocevninnn.
Mt. Verstovia Lodge No. 18....................

Be an ACTIVE Mason - Visit lodge Regularly
District No. 4 - V.W. Tom Leslie, Deputy
Meets Third Tuesday at 7:30
Meets First Thursday at 8:00
Tongass Lodge No. 19 ...
Other (special) meetings as called by the Master

.Meets Fourth Friday at 7:00

Think Again

Too many times we have said, " [ Quit ". I know that
I have said that to my wife many times in the past
thirty-five years, and I know that many of you have
said the same - maybe not to your wife but to some-
one else, somewhere. The next time you want to say
"T quit" think of this little poem.

“When things go wrong, as they sometimes will,
When the road you're trudging seems all uphill,
When funds are low, and the debts are high,

On the Lighter Side

e MW Sidney Case, Past Grand Mas-
ter of Washington was heard to re-
mark: “20% of us have, or had, or
will have a mental illness - so if you
have four friends who are normal -
you may have a problem.”

Of course, MW Sidney is from
Washington, so I'm sure the “odds”
are more in our {avor here in Alaska.

e On another page, you read about
two of our Brothers from Oregon who

Wihien care is pressing you down a bit -
Rest, if you must, but just don't QUIT! time) of directing
“Wardens” Charge”.
“Lite is queer with its twists and turns,

As every one of us sometimes leams,
And many a fellow turns about,

the following:
When he might have won, had he just stuck it out. i ——

did an excellent job (for the second

It seems that
they are active in other areas, too -
but what those activities are - well,
the Oregon Masonic News published

“During the summer Senior Grand

Don't give up, though the pace is slow,

Warden Vern Wertz (below, left) and

You may succeed with just one more blow.

Junior Grand Warden Marty Mar-
tinez paid a visit to Virginia Cily and

“Often the goal is nearer than it seems,

To a faint and faltering man,
Often the struggler has given up,

When he might have won the victor's cup,
And he leamed too lute

found tiiemselves momentarily over-
come in front of the famous
(infamous?) Bucket of Blood Saloon.
They succeeded however in keeping
each other “on the level”.

When the night came down,
[How close he was to the golden crown.

“Success is failure turned inside out,

Often there is a silver tint to the clouds of doubt,
It may be near - when it seems afar;

So stick to the fight when you're hurdest hit,
It's when things seem worst

that you mustn't Quit!”

Submitted by W. Lec Lirctte (8)
(Brother Lee should know - he has struggled through several
open-heart surgery procedures. - Ed.)




Masonry and Public Schools

(Editor's Note: The following is a report from the Grand Lodge Committee on Public Schools.
It was sent to our Grand Master who requested that it be published here.)

Public education is very important to the future of Freemasonry and our nation. The Masonic
fraternity believes that the preservation of our free public school system is necessary for the
survival of freedom and self-government in our beloved country.

Constituent Lodges can enhance and supplement the Grand Lodge Committee's efforts
throughout Alaska. Public school programs are dependent upon the planning and participation
of each individual lodge. It is therefore requested that every Lodge in this jurisdiction
appoint a committee to form a Public Schools program. We are all committed to the
enhancement of Masonry's public image, and what better place to gain exposure than among the
youth of our public schools. Awareness of Masonry and its principles could make an impression
on the minds of our youth that would carry on through into their adult lives, making them better
persons, and possibly Masons. This is truly a meaningful endeavor. Its success depends on our
willingness to work hard as individuals and as a team on behalf of Freemasonry. Your
committee stands ready to assist you in any way possible.

We do not need to be reminded of the many sacritices our forefathers made in establishing this
country, but we should not forget them either. Many of our sister nations in the world were free
at one time, but have become complacent and lost that freedom. It is our honest prayer that we,
as Americans and Masons, never have to live through that kind of ordeal. The tenets of our
fraternity admonish us to be concerned and get involved with public education. We need to
support our government and our leaders at all levels. In addition, we need to be vocal at times
to enable us to defend our heritage and to protect it for our children and future generations.

My brothers, we should all be proud of our Masonic heritage and should commit ourselves to its
continued availability to those who follow us. We must take every opportunity to exhibit our
fraternity to the public. Your support of public education will give our friends, neighbors and
citizens a favorable opinion of the Masonic Fraternity.

Fraternally, your Public Schools Committee

W. Arthur A. Rindahl - Chairman V.W. Will R. Josey

A2,

W. Stanley Woodin

2 = e

I\

. . 5 T E
S

-
B WL L S

s

- - |

o

N

W In the last issue, we printed a picture of a Masonic Lodge hall, and asked: 0

v “Where Are We ?” 0
\‘\I/I doubt that many of you have been there, because that is the hall used by our Broth- "\‘I
" ers of Adak Lodge No. 14. They are as friendly a group as you are likely to meet /[y

"/ (even though they live on a secured island where all visitors must pass some form of
"‘ clearance.) Not only are they friendly, but they really know how to put on a “Table .ll\
“Lodge”. (If you don’t know about Table Lodges, let me know. This could be the a

vV . ~ ~ . . . . . .

! subject of a future article.) Your editor had a great time on his visit 1 ', years ago.
Ay -

1 /|\

\ How about sending a picture of your Lodge Hall for future issues 2
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Next Issue !

In the next issue, we will be featuring our Masonic Youth Organizations as well as the work we,
as Masons, do for the benefit of our young men and ladies. Why should this be a topic for a
newsletter of an adult organization? Simply because some of them are our future members - and
others are the future wives of Masons. But, even if none of those youth with whom we have
contact ever increase our membership, they are still the future of our country - and of all the
world. If we want our Masonic principles to be heard by the decision makers of tomorrow, we
must let todays youth know about those principles and why they are important. The best way of
spreading the word about Masonry is to get to know our youth a little better. So, to provide a
little background, the next issue will give us some basic information on what these organizations
are, what they do, and who their members are - and some of the members’ ideas.

: Guest Columnists Wanted ! i
1 The three spaces below represent pages in the next issue of “LIGHT from the Great Land”. |
g Your editor needs someone from each of these youth organizations to volunteer to be their |
¢ correspondent. Tell us first ubout the organization itself, then some inforation on local activ- |
[ itics, We would particularly like to hear from their members, but advisors or combined groups |
b are all welcome. Tncase ol multiple entries tor an organization, parts of each may be used.
1 You, too, can become a famous newsletter reporter!

: (Articles must be reccived no later than January 31, 1995)

I.—-————-————-———--——-————-———————-—-—————J

The International Order
of Job’s Daughters
by
?

(it could be you 1)

The Internationai Order
of DeMolay
by
(')

(it could be you !)

The International Order
of the Rainbow, for Girls
by
1
(it could be you !)




Let’s Change Challenges into Opportunities

Leaves are turning. The morning air is crisp. There’s even that sprinkling of snow that we
Alaskans call “Termination Dust” on the nearby Chugach peaks. Mother Nature is signaling us
that changes are imminent. Equally noticeable signs alert us to changes we must make to
continue Masonry as a viable and vibrant force in our community, and to resume the leadership
role in which we were once so active as a positive influence for the good of all men.

It’s no secret that families are in crisis throughout America (and elsewhere throughout the
world, as well). Daily, the news sounds an ominous drum-beat of disheartening stories.
Children are killing children. Wage earners are losing their jobs. Schools are overcrouded and
underfinanced. Family systems, threatened from within and without, are disintegrating. And in
an era of limited resources, social service agencies must do more with less.

It is also no secret that Masonry has its own problems. Membership is down. We no longer
seem to have the influence we once did when (as just one example) so many of the signers of
our Declaration of Independence were members of the Craft. Lodge meetings, in many
instances, are poorly attended, and seem less satistying to those who do come.

So what do we do to respond to such challenges? We grow ! And, with growth, we
must change !

Yes, there is the dreaded “C” word. But, “change” does not always imply heresy. It can, and in
this case does, mean a return to old ways and old glories. As an example, in my own lifetime
(and I’'m not that old), I remember when the Lodge had major programs involving the entire
family. Not just one annual obligatory picnic, but events throughout the year. “Change” also
means returning to the position where Masonry was known throughout the community because
everyone knew we were there, that we were active, and that we had the best interests of the
community at heart. And, finally, “Change” means re-educating our own members about
Masonry - its history, its symbolism, and its philosophy - just what it means to be a Mason, and
how to really live as a Mason.

So, how do we turn this great Challenge into a golden opportunity ?

It has been said that the Chinese character representing the word “Challenge” combines symbols
that mean “Danger” and “Opportunity”. This ancient insight demonstrates that every challenge
offers an “up-side” as well as a “down-side”. The “down-side” in our case is the amount of work
which will be required to overcome the apathy and lack of information (or actual mis-
information) which now seems to prevail. But the “up-side” is the opportunity to work together
- to work with some of the most knowledgeable and interesting people around. - to work for the
good of all men - and to work for the good of Masonry.

Masonic Education programs; Public Schools programs; Community Action programs; Youth
Group activities; Masonic Public Relations programs; programs which provide Family Oriented
Activities - these (and more) are opportunities whereby the challenges we now face can be met
- and overcome.

If only YOU - each one of you - will work together with your Brothers, your Lodge can become
that vital force in the community that it once was. And, both you and Masonry will benefit.

Joseph Fort Newton ends his great book, The Builders, with a paragraph that has gone
around the world. It has been translated into many tongues.

|

"When is a man a Mason? When he can look out over the rivers, the hills, and the far
horizon with a profound sense of his own littleness in the vast scheme of things, and yet E

have faith, hope, and courage - which is the root of every virtue. When he knows that

\down in his heart every man is as noble, as vile, as divine, as diabolic, and as lonely as
himself, and seeks to know, to forgive, and to love his fellow man. When he knows how ‘
to sympathize with men in their sorrows, even in their sins - knowing that each man fights "
a hard fight against many odds. When he has leamed how to make friends and to keep

them, and above all how to keep {riends with himself. When he loves flowers, can hunt
the birds without a gun, and [ecls the thrill of an old forgotten joy when he hears the laugh |
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H of a little child. When he can be happy and high-minded amid the meaner drudgeries of

life. When star-crowned (rees, and the glint of sunlight on flowing waters, subdue him

like the thought of one much loved and long dead. When no voice of distress reaches his
cars in vain, and no hand seeks his aid without response. When he finds good in every
{aith that helps any man to lay hold of divine things and sees majestic meanings in life,
whaltever the name of that faith may be. When he can look into a wayside puddle and see

thing beyond sin. When he knows how to pray, how to love, how to hope. When he has
kept kept faith with himself, with his fellow man, with his God; in his hand a sword for

evil, in his heart a bit of song - glad to live, but not afraid to die. Such a man has found
the only real secret of Masonry, and the one which it is trying to give to all the world."

]
|
-
&
something beyond mud, and into the face of the most forlorn fellow mortal and see some- E
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Anyone for a “Necktie” Party?

A brother from Illinois recently wrote to our Grand Master. Bro. Robert E. Isberg is seeking
Masonic memorabilia - particularly Bolo Ties. Apparently, he has quite a collection, because
he enclosed several pictures. If you have Masonic, Shrine, or other organizations” pins, Bolo
Ties, etc., he may be interested in them. Contact him at 1622 Marquette Road, Jolict, IL 60435,

T 0B e 0RO EBEOEEEE0E B0 EE BEEE O EELQODODGEOEO0D "

e But, Who’s Counting?

2 No wonder we’re confused! The United Nations has 184 member states, but 185 countries
o are part of the international postal union. If you count “country codes” for international
w calls, you find 182 countries. The International Olympic Committee, however, has 186
u members. Meanwhile, the British reference book, “Statesman’s Yearbook”, lists 194 coun-

Y trics, and “Coca-Cola” claims that it is sold in 195. (Ilopetully, we can all act as Brothers.)

Oogoaonpo.ego@m.g
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Bones

The body ol all organizations (including Masonry) is composed of four bones:
1. The WISH-BONLES who spend all their time wishing someone clse would do the work;
2. The JAW-BONES who do all the talking, but do very litlle else;
3. The KNUCKLI-BONES who knock everything anyone else tries to do; and,
4. Finally, the BACK-BONES who get under the load and do all the work.
Which are YOU ?
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